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School Budget for 2019-20
Volume III, No. 4 

LOOKat  
US! 

Dear Community Member: 

Throughout the school year we use this newsletter to share with you 
the accomplishments of our students and staff. As we approach our 

Annual Meeting and School Budget Vote, there is no better time to share 
how proud and thankful we are of our students and school community! 

We have a number of reasons to be thankful. Vestal Central School 
District was gratified to be ranked as one of the top 50 Best School 
Districts in Upstate New York by Niche.com, a community analysis site. 
Other reasons are highlighted on page 3, such as the honoring of Glen-
wood Principal Doreen McSain as the 2019 New York State Elementary 
School Principal of the Year. And the recognition of Vestal High School 
senior Maya McCollum, who will be receiving a National Scholastic Art 
Silver Medal with Distinction award in June. On page 10, we show you 
how well our students do on proficiency benchmarks, and on page 11 we 
feature our Class of 2019 Valedictorian and Salutatorian. We assure 
you, we take none of this for granted. It is through balanced and 
sound stewardship that we are able to provide an educational 
program that takes into account, as well as meets the needs of, 
every student district-wide. 

2019 Best 
Communities for 
Music Education 
For the third year in a row, 
Vestal Schools’ Music Pro 
gram has been selected as 
one of the Best Communi 
ties for Music Education by 
The NAMM Foundation! 

Continued on page 3 

Published for the students, parents, staff and community members of the Vestal Central School District 

https://Niche.com


 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
  
  

  

 
 

 
  

 

School Budget Vote 
Upcoming Date Reminders: 

May 4, 3-7 p.m.; Vestal Festival 
(Dave Sammon Field) 

May 6-17; AP Exams 
May 6-24; IB Exams 

May 7, 6 p.m.; Public Hearing 
Followed by School Board Meeting (CAE Audit.) 

May 8, 6-8 p.m.; District K-12 Art Show 
Reception (VHS Art Gallery) 

May 13, 7 p.m.; Meet the School Board 
Candidates Night (VMS Cafeteria) 

May 17, 6-8 p.m.; Swing into Spring 
Dance (VHS Gym) 

May 21; School Budget Vote/ 
School Board Election (Polls open noon-9 p.m.) 

May 23-24 & 27; No School 

May 29; NYS Science Performance Tests 
Grades 4 & 8 

June 1, 7:45 a.m.; SAT (Area Schools) 

June 2, 3 p.m.; Voce Basso/Voce Alto Concert 
(VHS Auditorium) 

June 3; NYS Science Written Test (Grs. 4 & 8) 

June 3 & June 18-26; Regents Exams (VHS) 

June 3, 6:30 p.m.; Honors Night (VHS Audit.) 

June 8, 7:45 a.m.; ACT at Vestal H.S. 

June 8, 8 p.m.; Senior Prom (The McKinley) 

June 29, 1 p.m.; Graduation (B.U. Events Center) 

Polls are open noon to 9 p.m. on Tuesday 
May 21, 2019, at Vestal Central School 

District’s five voting locations. 
To verify which elementary school 
is your polling location, use the 
Street Finder tool found on the Budget 
Information page of the District’s website. 

Budget Snapshot 
Total Budget $78,385,252 

Budget Increase $1,374,483 

Total Tax Levy $47,564,180 

Levy Increase
(over current year) 0% 
Maximum Allowable 
Levy Limit 1.74% 

Student Enrollment 
(2018-19) 3,401 

Student Enrollment 
(Projected for 2019-20) 3,401 

Fire Inspection Reports 
Please note that the annual fire inspection for 
2019-20 of all Vestal Central School District 
buildings for fire hazards, which might 
endanger the lives of students, teachers and 
employees therein, has been completed as of 
February 12, 2019. This report is available for 
review in the Vestal Central School District’s 
administration building, 201 Main Street, 
Vestal, NY. For more information, please 
contact Joseph Loretz at 757-2231 or 
jfloretz@vestal.k12.ny.us. 

Photos on cover: 
Row 1 (left-to-right): A VMS student reads to UPK 
students at the JCC in February; An ARE fourth-grader 
participates during the Chemistry Magic Show at VHS. 
Row 2: VHE First-graders enjoy a good book on Read 
Across America Day; A VHS cheerleader raises spirits 
during the Winter Pep Rally;GLE second-graders make 
a new friend at Vestal Park Nursing & Rehabilitation. 

2 

mailto:jfloretz@vestal.k12.ny.us


  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
  
  

 

 
 
 

 
     

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Letter to Community Members continued from cover 

Next year’s proposed spending plan can help us con-
tinue to strengthen that educational program, while 
also fortifying resources to support the continued 
safety and well-being of our students. This proposed 
budget represents an overall 1.78 percent increase 
from the 2018-19 budget, but has a zero percent 
(0%) increase in the tax levy. Several key factors 
have aligned to achieve this, including a stabilization 
of health insurance premiums and pension costs, as 
well as availability of reserved funds to reduce cer-
tain budget lines (as allowed by NYSED). 

The Vestal School Board voted on April 9, 2019, 
to accept a spending plan of $78,385,252. Within 
this plan are proposals to provide enhanced services 
to our students. They include adding a 12:1:1 pro-
gram at Vestal High School and the hiring of a third 
School Resource Officer, a mobile SRO for our 
elementary buildings who will also serve as backup 
for our SROs based at Vestal Middle and Vestal High 
Schools. This position will be a contracted service 
through the Vestal Police Department. Finally, we 
hope to add another district-wide school nurse. 
Additional proposals are highlighted on page 5. 

When our students succeed, our entire community 
benefits. As our partners in educating the youth of 
this community, your participation in this process 
is paramount. Our Public Budget Hearing will begin 
at 6 p.m., on Tuesday, May 7, prior to the School 
Board meeting and takes place in the Clayton 
Avenue Elementary Auditorium. We hope you 
will join us that evening, especially if you have 
any questions about the District’s goals for the 
2019-20 school year. The annual School Budget 
Vote and Board of Education Election takes place 
on Tues-day, May 21, and polls are open from noon 
to 9 p.m. at your usual polling locations. 

Sincerely, 

Michon Stuart  Jeffrey J. Ahearn 
School Board President  Superintendent 

Top; Glenwood Elementary Principal Doreen McSain is the 2019 
New York State Elementary Principal of the Year. (Shown with 
fourth-grade students in Jessica Mirtallo’s class – Kasey Coleman, 
Keliina Tubo and Hailey Szwalla . . . See article on page 6.) 
Middle; A total of six teams qualified for the NYS Odyssey of the 
Mind Tournament, one from VHS, one from Vestal Hills and four 
from VMS! Shown is the VMS team which placed third in the 
state for Div. 2, Problem 2. Congratulations to Hannah Smyk, 
Ben Elie, Hridayanshu Das, Sua Choi, Clark Donacik, Keira 
DeVantier and Leah Jones. They were coached by Pritam Das, 
Jeff Donacik and Claude Elie. (Photo courtesy of Ann Pellegrino) 

Bottom; A Vestal first, senior Maya McCollum will be awarded 
a Silver Medal with Distinction for her entire portfolio at the 
National Scholastic Art Awards in June. One of only 15 students in 
the U.S. to receive this honor, she has also won a second National 
Silver Medal in the Film & Animation category. 
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73.9% 
Te Program 

PR
OP

 

1
Proposition 1 is for the approval of the proposed 2019-20 spending plan in the 
amount of $78,385,252. The Commissioner of Education issued Regulation 
170.8, which requires all school districts in New York State to present their budget 
information in accordance with a prescribed format. This newsletter follows that 
format, showing the total proposed expenditure budget in three parts - 
Program, Administrative and Capital components. 

In addition, school districts are required to provide an estimate of debt service pay-
ments and an estimate of New York State aid displayed as a percentage of the pro-
posed expenditure budget. On the following pages you will find the school district’s 
proposed 2019-20 expenditure budget presented in accordance with this regulation. 

Program 
Budget Function Description Adopted 

2018-19 Budget 
Proposed 

2019-20 Budget 

Instructional Program funding $36,775,754  $37,784,892 

Health Services Health services, including school nurses. $  551,655 $  537,571 

Pupil Transportation Costs for student transportation (except 
buses; see Proposition #2, page 9.) $  2,363,387 $  2,316,152 

Legal Fees associated with student services. $  32,222 $  33,167 

Employee Benefits 
Retirement, Social Security, Workers 
Compensation, insurance, etc. for 
instructional and support staff. 

$17,383,132 $17,036,845 

Interfund Transfers $  173,826 $  201,000 

Total $57,279,976 $57,909,627 

Got Science?! 
In this era of attention on STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Math) subjects, it’s comforting 
to see that the school Science Fair 
is still alive and well. Vestal Ele-
mentary Schools host science and 

component 
makes up 73.9 
percent of 
the district’s 
school budget. special interest fairs designed to 

provide students in grades K - 5 
throughout the District an oppor-
tunity to explore a specific topic or 
concept . . . 
At right, two African Road students 
touring the school’s Science Fair 
during the school day on March 6 examine with great interest fourth-grader David 
Scarangella’s exhibit showing how he measured the speeds of Matchbox cars. 

Foster 4 
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15.8% 

Capital 
Budget Function Description Adopted 

2018-19 Budget 
Proposed  

2019-20 Budget 

Operation of Plant Includes salaries, utilities, environmental pro-
grams, furniture replacement and trash removal.  $4,484,463 $4,796,961 

Refund of Taxes Includes requests for assessment reductions 
and tax refunds. $  300,000 $  0 

Employee Benefits 
Retirement, Social Security, Workers 
Compensation, insurance, etc. for custodial 
and maintenance staff. 

$1,288,710 $1,301,921 

Debt Service Principal and interest for school district debt 
and borrowing. $5,774,217 $5,746,104 

Interfund Transfers $  100,000 $  576,000 

Total $11,947,390 $12,420,986 

Te Capital component, 
which supports and main-
tains the district’s physical 
infrastructure, accounts for 
15.8 percent of the 2019-20 
school budget. 

Vestal High School students Marena Kline 
and Natalie Kachmarik work together 
during a Chemistry lab on measuring the 
voltage created from chemical reactions. 

Annual Small Capital Project
    - Vestal Hills Elementary 
Replacement of HVAC building 
controls at Vestal Hills. This small 
capital project will not exceed 
$100,000. 

Secure Vestibule
    - Clayton Avenue Elementary 
Expenses, not to exceed $100,000, 
associated with the creation of a 
secure vestibule and office space for 
Clayton Avenue Elementary not eligi 
ble under SMART Schools funding. 

Special Drainage Project
    - Glenwood Elementary 
Implementation of new storm drain 
age at the perimeter of the building 
designed to improve the direction of 
runoff and mitigate standing water. 
The cost for this project is estimated 
to be $376,000. 

Invest 5 



   

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

10.3% 

Administrative 
Budget Function Description Adopted 

2018-19 Budget 
Proposed 

2019-20 Budget 

Board of Education Expenses for the school board, district clerk, 
election supplies and services. $  37,062 $  42,144 

Chief School 
Administrator’s Office 

Salaries for superintendent and clerical 
staff, as well as supplies, memberships and 
conferences.

 $  227,536  $  236,186 

Business 
Salaries for assistant superintendent for 
finance, operations & personnel, as well as 
administrative costs, public information and 
records management. 

$1,751,243 $1,738,421 

Personnel 
Salaries for personnel office staff, as well 
as legal services, supplies, equipment, 
contractual and BOCES services. 

$  309,099 $  404,802 

Central Services 
Data processing and computer services, 
BOCES data processing, central receiving, 
printing and mailings. 

$1,136,672 $1,163,732 

Curriculum 
Development and 
Supervision 

Salaries for assistant superintendent 
for instruction, instructional building 
administrators, coordinators, directors and 
clerical support. 

$2,341,225 $2,465,618 

Employee Benefits 
Retirement, Social Security, Workers 
Compensation, insurance, etc. for 
administrative and support staff. 

$1,980,566 $2,003,736 

Total $7,783,403 $8,054,639 

Glenwood Elementary School Te Administrative component 
is just 10.3 percent of the over-Principal Doreen McSain 
all school budget. selected as 2019 New York State 

Elementary Principal of the Year! 

Doreen McSain, principal at Glenwood Elementary School, has been selected 
as the 2019 New York State Elementary Principal of the Year by the School 
Administrators Association of New York State (SAANYS) and the National 
Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP). 

Since joining the leadership at Glenwood Elementary School almost 10 years 
ago, her priority has been to create a school environment where she would want her own children to attend. 
“. . . a place where the adults and students value each other and where acts of kindness and consideration run 
rampant,” said Mrs. McSain.

                           For more information on this distinction and a video about Mrs. McSain, 
visit the Glenwood Elementary web page of the District website. Challenge 6 



   

  

   

 

 

  
 

    

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Summary of Expenditures 
Budget Component Adopted 

2018-19 Budget 
Proposed 

2019-20 Budget Difference 

Program  $57,279,976 $57,909,627 $629,651 

Capital $11,947,390 $12,420,986 $473,596 

Administrative    $ 7,783,403 $ 8,054,639 $271,236 

TOTAL: $77,010,769 $78,385,252 $1,374,483 

Adopted 
2018-19 Budget 

Proposed 
2019-20 Budget 

Fund Balance for Property Tax Reductions $  1,500,000 $  1,976,000 

Real Property Tax (Includes STAR) $47,564,180 $47,564,180 

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) $  1,162,740 $  1,212,758 

State Aid $25,210,149 $26,019,534 

Other Revenue $ 1,573,700 $ 1,612,780 

TOTAL $77,010,769 $78,385,252 

Revenues 

PROGRAM 

CAPITAL

ADMIN. 

Estimated New York State Aid as a percentage of 
Expenditure Budget = 33.2% 

Total New York State Aid projected: $ 26,019,534 
73.9% 

15.8% 

10.3% 

Property Tax Report Card 
New York State law and the New York State Com-
missioner’s regulations require that school districts 
across the state develop a Property Tax Report 
Card. It must be submitted to the New York State 
Eductation Department as well as made avail-
able to the public. Additional information on the 
School Budget, including the Property Tax Report 
Card, can found on the Budget Information web 
page of our district website: http://www.vestal. 
stier.org/BudgetInformation.aspx, at the Vestal 
Public Library, and in each school’s main office. 

Support 

School District Budget Notice 
New York State law and the New York State Com-
missioner’s regulations also require that school 
districts mail a School District Budget Notice to all 
qualified voters in the school district after the Public 
Hearing, but no later than six (6) days prior to the 
school budget vote. The regulations do not provide 
authorization to school districts to include explana-
tions of the information on the notice. To provide 
you with a better understanding of the School Dis-
trict Budget Notice, a preview is included on page 8. 
This Six-Day Notice postcard will be mailed to you 
before the school budget vote on May 21, 2019. 
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School District Budget Notice 
Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted 

2018-19 
Proposed Budget 

2019-20 
Contingency Budget 

2019-20* 
Total Budgeted Amount; 
Not including separate propositions $77,010,769 $78,385,252 $77,374,477 
Increase/Decrease for the 2019-20 School Year $  1,374,483 $  363,708 
Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 1.78% 0.47% 
Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.44% 

A) Proposed Tax Levy to support the 
Total Budgeted Amount, net of reserve $47,564,180 $47,564,180 

B) Levy to support Library Debt, if applicable N/A N/A 
C) Levy for Non-excludable Propositions, 

if applicable N/A N/A 

D) Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount used 
      to reduce Current Year Levy N/A N/A 

E) Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy
 (A + B + C - D) $47,564,180 $47,564,180 $46,553,405 

F) Total Permissible Exclusions to 
     the Tax Levy Limit $1,462,476 $1,316,029 

G) School Tax Levy Limit, excluding Levy 
     for Permissible Exclusions $46,161,775 $47,074,600 

H) Total Proposed School Year, Tax Levy, 
excluding Levy to support Library Debt and/

     or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D) 
$46,101,704 $46,248,151 

I) Difference: 
(G - H; Negative value requires 60% voter approval.
 See below regarding separate propositions.) 

$60,071 $826,449 

Administrative Component $7,783,403 $8,054,639 $7,860,479 
Program Component $57,279,976 $57,909,627 $57,859,067 
Capital Component $11,947,390 $12,420,986 $11,654,931 

*The statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2019-20 school year, should the proposed 
budget be defeated, pursuant to Sect. 2023 of the Education Law. The proposed contingency budget contains reductions 
for non-contingent items including equipment, the capital outlay project, as well as administrative and program expenses. 

Estimated BASIC STAR Exemption Savings1 List Separate Propositions not included in the Total Budgeted Amount2 

$680 
Description Amount 

Purchase of Buses $854,000 
1The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is 
authorized by Sect. 425 of the Real Property Tax Law. 

2Tax Levy associated with educational transportation services’ propositions 
  are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements. 

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2019-20 by the qualified voters of the Vestal Central School 
District, Broome and Tioga Counties, New York, will be held at African Road, Clayton Avenue, Glenwood, 
Tioga Hills and Vestal Hills Elementary Schools in said district on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, between the 
hours of noon and 9 p.m. prevailing time, at which time the polls will be open to vote by paper ballot. 

Foster 8 



 

 

 

  
  
     
  
  
     

 
 
 
 

      

 

 

2 School Bus 
Purchase 

The second proposition appearing on the May 21, 2019, ballot would authorize the Vestal Board of Education 
to issue bonds to cover the costs associated with the purchase of school buses. Four 70-passenger buses, one 
35-passenger bus, and one 33-passenger bus with wheelchair lift are scheduled for replacement in 2019-20. 
Specifically, Proposition #2 on the ballot will state: 

Shall the following resolution be adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Vestal Central School District, Broome and Tioga Counties, 
New York, is hereby authorized to pay the cost of the purchase of school buses, including incidental 
expenses in connection therewith, at a maximum estimated cost of not exceeding $854,000 and that said 
amount, or so much thereof may be necessary, shall be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable 
property of said School District and collected in annual installments as provided by Section 416 of the 
Education Law; and, in anticipation of such tax, obligations of said School District shall be issued. 

PR
OP

 

The Vestal School maintains a replacement schedule for vehicles. This schedule is designed to allow for maxi-
mum return on the expense for a school bus. For large buses, the schedule is to replace vehicles every 10 or 11 
years; for smaller buses, every five to eight years. School buses are maintained in strict compliance with the 
Department of Transportation’s guidelines, and with applicable laws and regulations. New bus purchases will 
incorporate additional safety features, including improved camera and radio equipment. In addition, the district 
receives State aid on the purchase of new buses; the anticipated amount of NYS aid is $26,019,534. 

The State of New York spreads the state-aid payments over five fiscal years so that only one-fifth of the earned 
aid is received in a given year. We have chosen to finance school bus purchases over five years in order to match 
the expenditure with the NYS aid. Proposition #2 is presented to voters for their consideration so that the School 
Board may issue the necessary bonds to finance school bus purchases. For further information, please contact the 
School District’s Business Office at 607-757-2204. 

Impact of STAR Exemption on School Taxes 

The Basic School Tax 
Relief (STAR) Exemption 
is authorized by Sect. 425 of 
the Real Property Tax Law. 

BASIC STAR ENHANCED STAR 

2018-19 School Tax $680 $1,357 
2019-20 School Tax $680 $1,357

 Increase/Decrease     $    0       $ 0 
See www.orps.state.ny.us for more information. 

Invest 9 



Regents Diploma Results 

the College Board, is to prioritize content that reflects reading and 
math skills that students will use in college, and in their careers. 
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24%Regents 
Advanced 
Designation 
with Honors 

29%Regents 

With both International 
Baccalaureate and 

Advanced Placement courses 
available, Vestal presents more Vestal High School continues to avenues for our students to have a high number of students succeed... And more students achieving the Regents Diploma, are choosing IB and AP classes Regents with Honors and Regents at Vestal High School. During with Advanced Designation. In the the 2017-18 school year, 62.8 graphic on the right, you can see percent of seniors and over 63 the results from the Class of 2018: percent of juniors took at least 
one IB or AP course. 

*Skills & Achievement Commencement Credential/
 Career Development & Occupational Studies 

10 Challenge 

Fourth-graders Jacob Newberry, Gavin Brady, Gwen Ball and 
Maddie Smith (Mrs. Blachowiak; Glenwood) practice math skills. 

Class Year Vestal NYS National 

Evidence-based Reading & Writing 
2017 577 531 538 
2018 598 534 536 

SAT Math 
2017 582 528 533 
2018 609 534 531 
Means 2366 2127 2138 
2-Yr Avg. 1183 1063.5 1069 
2018 
Combined 1207 1068 1067 

Per the chart above, the Class of 2018’s 
SAT scores continue to grow, exceeding the 
rest of the state and the nation by an excess 
of 135 points. 

Setting the Bar 
Building the academic foundation for our stu-

dents begins early, with support from District 
math and literacy specialists, Calkins Reading & 
Writing units, and other learning plans designed 
to reach all students at their level of proficiency. 
Just one benchmark that demonstrates our stu-
dents success is proficiency assessments in 
English Language Arts and Math for grades 3 - 8. 
Looking at the results from 2018, Vestal students 
had a proficiency rate of 60% on ELA assess-
ments, while Broome County averaged a rate of 
38%. Likewise on the 2018 Math assessments, 
Vestal students had a proficiency rate of 63%, 
with Broome County at 41%. 

SAT Scores 

As we shared last year, the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) 
underwent changes by the College Board in 2016 to return 

to a single Reading/Writing section along with a Math section. 
The score scale also shifted from 2400 total possible points back 
to 1600. The last major changes to the SAT were in 2005, when 
Reading and Writing components were separated and the score 
scale was adjusted to 2400. The 2016 update more closely resem-
bles the SAT that many of us took when we were in high school, 
but adds an evidence-based component to both sections. They 
now include questions that require students to cite evidence for 
their answer choices. The purpose of the redesign, according to 

IB/AP Numbers 
* 



  
 

   
  

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
  

2019’s Valedictorian & Salutatorian 

Congratulations to this year’s Valedictorian Christopher Vincens 
and Salutatorian Emily Xiao. They are the academic leaders 

of an amazing class of highly excelling students. Only two points 
separate Chris and Emily, who have GPAs of 103-plus, from the 
tenth-ranking student in the Class of 2019! In fact, 23 of their senior 
classmates join them in having GPAs over 100. 

Not only is Chris Vincens the Class of 2019’s Valedictorian, he is 
also a National Merit Scholarship Program Finalist! An IB Diploma 
candidate at graduation who did his Extended Essay on Philosophy 
(“Chinese Censorship through the lens of Plato’s ‘Republic”), he is 
co-captain of the Vestal High School Mathletes team, plays viola in 
the Binghamton Youth Symphony Orchestra and is on the Science 
Olympiad team. Chris is also a member of the National Honor Society, 
volunteers at Lourdes Hospital in the pharmacy and has a second-

degree black belt in Tae Kwon Do. Chris plans to major in Computer Science when he begins college in the fall. 

Emily Xiao is also an IB Diploma candidate who focused her Extended Essay on Visual Arts, with the title of 
her research being “An Examination of Conceptual Intent within a small sample of Artists in the U.S. Prison 
System.” She has been active in Vestal Voices, Peace Club, Interact Club, Student Government and the Chemis-
try Magic Show. A member of the National Honor Society and the VHS Student Mentor program, Emily enjoys 
competing on the Golden Bears Soccer, Indoor Track and Track & Field teams. In the community she served as 
an intern at the Kopernik Observatory & Science Center. Emily plans to major in Business and has an interest in 
becoming an entrepreneur. 

Vestal High School’s National Merit Scholar 

Christopher Vincens began focusing on a career in Computer 
Science when he took Mrs. Carol Reynolds C++ class in tenth 

grade. He said that he found it very interesting, and filed it away 
for future reference. Now, as he approaches graduation, he has set 
his sights on majoring in Computer Science at college... 
Chris is Vestal High School’s 2019 National Merit 
Scholar (among 15,000 students nationwide who 
achieved this status), and has been selected as a 
NMSC Scholarship winner. 

Obviously a very dedicated and hard-working young 
man, Chris has a tremendous focus on learning. It 
seems as though whatever he is engaged in at the 
moment, whether playing viola, conducting a biology 
lab, practicing Tae Kwon Do, or making calculations 
for a Chemistry experiment, he is fully immersed in 
that experience. It’s that kind of engagement, natural 
curiosity and commitment that will lead him on to 
further success in college, and beyond! 

Above; Christopher Vincens and Emily 
Xiao are the Class of 2019’s Valedictorian 
and Salutatorian, respectively. 

Chris Vincens in Mr. Rizzo’s Biology classroom. 

Support 11 



  

 

   
    

    

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

There are three seats open on the Vestal Board School Board of Education for three-year terms expiring in 
June 2022, and there are three qualified candi-
dates on the ballot for these seats. Election 20

19
 

Individuals seeking candidacy for the Vestal Board of Education must be registered to vote in 
Vestal Central School District elections, have gathered signatures of at least 30 qualified voters, 
have filed statements of campaign expenses and have provided answers to the following questions: 

1. Do you feel the new State and Federal changes in public education will have a positive or negative 
impact on education? How? Why? 

2. What is your vision for education in this community? 
3. What is the most important responsibility of a School Board member? 
4. What do you see as the major obstacles or challenges facing our school, and how would you attempt
    to solve them? 

Mark Browning 

Mr. Mark Browning has been a Vestal resident for 20 years and previously 
served on the School Board from 2011 - 2014. Professionally, he helps stu-
dents in nearby Susquehanna Valley High School as a Guidance Counselor. 
He has a Bachelors degree in Human Development from Binghamton Uni-
versity and his Masters as well as a Certificate of Advanced Study in School 
Counseling from SUNY Oneonta. Mr. Browning is very involved in our 
community, as a Section IV wrestling official, a member of the Glenwood 
School Community Association and as a parent supporting his children in 
youth sports and Scouting. 

The Browning family includes two sons who attend Vestal High School 
and a daughter who goes to Glenwood Elementary School. 

Answers to Questions for School Board Candidates: 

1. Clearly, the drastic changes to standards, testing, and APPR have occurred much too rapidly, and as 
good-intentioned as they may be, the timing and implementation from NYS could not have been worse. 
Collectively, the upheaval in recent years has been a mixture of some good ideas (like better vertical curric-
ulum alignment), some horrible ideas, and hurried mandates, all coinciding with tremendously challenging 
economic times. Fortunately, Vestal’s excellent teachers, staff, parents and administrators have done an 
enormous amount of quality work to weather the storm, and we have fared better through these changes than 
many other districts. 

2. A key strength of our community is the tradition of excellent education delivered in our schools. Ves-
tal is recognized as one of the best school districts in the state, and I believe it is one of the bright spots in 
Broome County over all. That doesn’t just happen. The community, teachers, staff, parents and students do 
the work to make this an excellent place to live and learn, and our vision should be for that to continue. 

Mark Browning’s profile is continued on the next page. 12 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Lynne Majewski has been a Vestal resident for nine years and has 
strong ties to the area. With degrees in Psychology from Elmira College 
(B.S.) and Indiana State University (M.S.), she uses her skills to advocate 
for individuals with other abilities and help them explore vocational oppor-
tunities. For the past 15 years, she has worked with Broome, Tioga and 
Chenango ARC, most recently serving as Director of Vocational Services 
for ACHIEVE. In that role, she assists her clients with developmental and 
intellectual disabilities in building their employment skills. 

Mrs. Majewski is a Vestal parent with two young sons just beginning their 
educational journeys. One is a Kindergarten student at Clayton Avenue 
Elementary School and her youngest looks forward to following his big Lynne Majewski 
brother next year. 

Answers to Questions for School Board Candidates: 

1. I feel that the current changes in public education will have a negative impact on education. These 
changes support a “one-size-fits-all” mentality. Education is becoming less individualized, and school staff 
are receiving less needed resources and supports. This leaves school districts less able to provide quality 
education to students. 

2. I believe that our students would greatly benefit from an inclusive and diverse education system that pro-
vides learning opportunities that cater to a variety of abilities our children possess. Education should focus 
on building upon a student’s strengths and abilities, setting them on a path to success. 

3. I feel that it is important to ensure that our students receive a well-rounded education in a safe and secure 
environment. To provide a layer of transparency to the members of our community. To provide not only a 
rationale for decisions, but also the accompanying fiscal responsibility that mutually benefits our constituents. 

4. As the ever-changing landscape of education shifts, the District needs to be able to maintain a level of 
financial flexibility to be able to manage any level of sweeping legislation. As such, positions within the 
school district, or technology that presents itself as necessary, need to be accommodated. 

Mark Browning’s Answers continued 

3. School Board members, like everyone in the school community, should have the safety and well-being 
of our students foremost in their minds. Additionally, Board members should represent all district stake-
holders, and their most important responsibility is to listen to every concern before making fact-based 
decisions that prioritize accomplishing the district mission. 

4. Our biggest obstacles over the next few years will be similar to those since the financial crisis of 2008... 
insufficient state aid, as well as increasing and complex state mandates. To meet these challenges, we surely 
need to make sound decisions based on the facts at hand. However, we also need to continue to provide as 
much communication with parents and the public as possible, and to offer our teachers and staff 
as much support and training as we can. 
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School Board Election continued 

Mr. Mario Nuñes has been a resident of the Vestal Central School District 
for 16 years and has served on the School Board since 2014. With a Mas-
ters degree in Social Work from Binghamton University, he has shared 
his expertise over the years in various roles, including as a clinical social 
worker for the Family & Children’s Society Sexual Abuse Program, as a 
social worker at Lourdes Hospital and as a Senior Counselor at Bingham-
ton University. Currently he is in private practice as a Clinical Therapist. 

Mr. Nuñes’ wife, Susan, teaches second grade for Tioga Hills Elementary 
School, and their four children have all graduated from Vestal and “moved 

Mario Nuñes on to productive endeavors as model citizens.” 

Answers to Questions for School Board Candidates: 

1. In the five years I’ve served on the Board and the 19 years I’ve witnessed my wife’s work as a Vestal 
educator, I’ve seen dramatic shifts in how the government impacts and imposes on public education. 
Throughout that time, I’ve seen how our professional educators face the challenges presented to them 
and adapt to the changing times to insure there’s no detrimental effect on providing students exceptional 
learning opportunities. I’ve become resigned to the fact that the state and federal governments will impose 
their will based on the fashionable ideas of the times. I’ve been reassured by the professional demeanor of 
our District’s team that, regardless of the public mood of the day, Vestal will always rise to the challenge. 

2. I believe that Vestal is the premier school district in our community, and that we offer remarkable 
opportunities in all areas of learning. Due to the high caliber students we serve, I believe college readiness 
remains an essential focus of our mission. With that in mind, I believe we need to continue supporting and 
growing our AP, IB, STEM and language pro-grams. I further believe we must remain at the cutting edge 
and always be on the lookout for new ways to provide our students with any new advancements which 
will provide them the advantages they need to advance in our fast-changing times. 

3. As time has passed, I’ve come to learn that my role as a Board trustee is not to interfere with the 
smooth operation of the District, but rather to serve as a guardian of this exceptional institution we’ve all 
built together as a community. I believe that my first responsibility is to install district leadership who care 
about students and find ways to help them to grow and stay safe. I believe my next obligation is to oversee 
that the District operates efficiently and effectively. I feel confident the leadership within our district is 
fulfilling those mandates. 

4. In this day and age, I believe that safety remains the greatest challenge facing our schools. Additionally, 
information remains an essential tool for learning and progress; unfortunately it can also provide a forum 
for distraction, hate and misinformation. I believe the best way to solve these types of issues remains the 
same one we’ve always used - more education. Whether it’s in the classroom, disseminated through our 
district publications, or shared through community forums, the more we know and understand, the better 
we can prepare ourselves and protect our students. 
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Voting Information 
Qualifications: 

• You are 18 years of age by 
   May 21, 2019, and 
• a citizen of the United States, and 
• a resident of the Vestal Central  
  School District for at least 30 
  days prior to the voting date. 

Voting Procedures: 
Vestal is using paper ballots. 
You will be directed to a private, 
screened-in area to mark your 
ballot. When completed, you will 
fold the ballot in half and place it 
into the designated ballot box. 

Clayton Avenue fourth-graders Cayden Kitchin, Jeru Ruska, Shaleek 
Chandler, William Gallagher III, Justice Loza and Shane Shumway 
surround Lt. Colonel Albert Penna, US. Army Medical Corps, Retired, 
with some of the memorabilia he brought to show students after the 
Veterans Day ceremony on November 9, 2018. 

Voting Locations & Times: 

Polling locations are at the five elementary schools across the district. If you are unsure which elementary 
school is your polling location, please access the Street Finder tool on the Budget Information page of the 
district website, or call the District Clerk at 757-2265 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. weekdays. 

Polls will be open from noon-9 p.m. on Tuesday, May 21, 2019. 

Absentee Ballots: 

• An applicant for an absentee ballot must be a registered voter of the Vestal Central School District. 
• The applicant must complete an application stating that he or she will be unable to appear to vote in person
   on the day of the school district election for which he or she is requesting the absentee ballot due to:
      - hospitalization or physical disability 

- occupation, business or studies that require absence from the county on election day
      - vacation outside of the country or
      - detention in jail or prison. 
• Applications for absentee ballots are available from the District Clerk and must be returned to the District
  Clerk’s office no later than 4 p.m. on May 14, if the ballot is to be mailed, and no later than 4 p.m. on 
  May 20, 2019, if the ballot is to be picked up in the Administration Building by the voter. 
• Completed absentee ballots must be returned to the District Clerk by 5 p.m. on May 21, 2019. 

Voting Status: 

If there is a question concerning your registration status on election day, you may vote using a provisional 
ballot. This ballot protects the voter and the school district by providing a method for validating voter regis-
tration prior to including it in the final election count. If you have any questions, please contact the District 
Clerk at 607-757-2265 or districtclerk@vestal.k12.ny.us. 
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201 Main Street 
Vestal, NY 13850 

Board of Education 
Michon Stuart, President 
John Hroncich Vice President 
Linda Daino 
David Hanson 
Dinno Nistico 
Christina Pierce 
Mario Nunes 
Sylvia Place 
Anthony Turnbull 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 18 

Norwich, New York 
13815 

Current Resident or 

Superintendent of Schools 
Jeffrey J. Ahearn 
superintendent@vestal.k12.ny.us 
607-757-2241 

ECRWSS 
Postal Patron 

Public Information Coordinator 
Regina M. Felice 
rmfelice@vestal.k12.ny.us 
607-757-2205 

Timeline: 
Public Budget Hearing 

6 p.m., Tuesday, May 7
   Clayton Avenue Auditorium
   209 Clayton Avenue, Vestal 

Meet the Candidates Night
   7 p.m., Monday, May 13 

Vestal Middle School Cafeteria 
600 S. Benita Boulevard, Vestal 
Hosted by Vestal District Council 

School Budget Vote 
12-9 p.m., Tuesday, May 21 
African Road Elementary

   Clayton Avenue Elementary
   Glenwood Elementary 

Tioga Hills Elementary 
Vestal Hills Elementary 

Unsure of your Polling Location? 
Call the District Clerk at 757-2265, 
or check the Street Finder tool on the 
Budget Information web page. 

Mark your calendar for the 

Swing into Spring Dance 
6-8 p.m., May 17, 2019 

Vestal High School Gym 

Free for area senior citizens 


