


Dear Glenwood Parents and Families, 

Welcome to autumn and a brand-new school year! We spent the month of September getting to 
know each other, establishing routines and expectations, and setting the stage for a year full of fun, 
exploration, and learning. 

Unfortunately, our buildings are closed to visitors currently which meant that Curriculum Night had to 
happen virtually again this year. By now you should have received a link to a video and/or 
presentation by your child's teachers. Hopefully our local COVID numbers will go down in the coming 
weeks and we will have more latitude with in-person events and those opportunities to get together 
that we all look forward to. 

We've kicked off our school year with a shared story called All Are Welcome, written by Alexandra 
Penfold. Our students have heard the story and the message it delivers - we are all different and 
similar in many ways and those differences make us stronger. The link below will take you to a read
aloud of the book, in case your family would like to enjoy it together. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Je39PxnjveY 

Later this month, we will kick off our One School, One Book initiative. Every family will be receiving a 
copy of the book that we will read together during the month of November. We are so excited to 
share this book with your family! It's also a story about a school but with a different focus than All 
Are Welcome. We appreciate your support in carving out a few minutes each night to read with or 
to your children at home. Our goal is to help our students see how much fun it can be to talk about, 
think about, and enjoy a book together. 

We have our school pictures scheduled for October 28 th so be on the lookout for an informational flyer 
coming home in the next week or two. You can order pictures online and everything you need to 
know will be listed on that flyer. 

We are looking forward to a fantastic school year and are delighted to have your child join us as we 
discover and grow together! 

Doreen McSain 
Glenwood Elementary Principal 



Glenwood Families, 

We will be continuously collecting food items and 
monetary donations to go directly to our Glenwood Snack 
Packs program throughout the school year. 

We appreciate all the support and generosity to help us 
maintain this program for our students! This program is 
solely run on donations. Food donations can be dropped off to the building (with a note 
that it is for the Snack Pack program) any time or you can send them in with your child. 
Items we collect are listed below. Monetary donations can be sent to Stephanie 
Mitsakos or Heather Kirchheimer (checks can be made out to the GSCA). 

Again, we appreciate your support in keeping this very important program running. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Stephanie Mitsakos or Heather 
Kirchheimer. 

Stephanie Mitsakos 
Slmitsakos@vestal.k12.ny.us 

Food Items Needed 

Heather Kirchheimer 
hlkirchheimer@vestal.k12.ny.us 

• Peanut butter and jelly/jam (in plastic containers) 
• Macaroni and Cheese 
• Canned fruit and/or individual fruit cups/applesauce 
• Canned vegetables 
• Instant oatmeal packets 
• Granola bars 
• Individually packed snacks (pretzels, crackers, cookies, etc) 
• Canned soup 
• Spaghettios and Chef Boyardee 
• Canned tuna and chicken 



to The Rewards of Reading 

T:he seeds for success in the classroom are sown at home. Encouraging children to read at home is one of the 
most powerful ways that parents can support students' learning. Just 15 minutes of reading at home per day 

can make a difference in students' reading fluency Prioritize reading with these tips. 

Always have books on hand. Keep a book in your bag 
or your car's glove compartment so your child can 
read in the car, or while waiting in line at the grocery 
store. Make regular trips to the library, and keep an 
eye out for books at bargain sales or garage sales. 
Or, consider holding a "book swap" with neighbors 
and friends . For birthdays or holidays, give your child 
new reading material. 

Keep it up. Find ways to encourage 
your child to pick up new reading 
material to read once one book is 
finished. For instance, introduce 
him or her to a series or ask your 
librarian for books by the same 
author. Draft a "to-read" list that 
your child can check off. Consider 
subscribing your child to a 
magazine for kids. 

Focus on their interests. 
Encourage your child to check out 
books from the library that feature 
characters or topics he or she is 
interested in. Whether it's NASCAR 
to NASA, the topic doesn't matter 
(as long as it's age-appropriate), as long as your child 
is reading . 

Read out loud together. Schedule time to read aloud 
together, taking turns to read passages. Invite your 
entire family to participate. Use different voices for 
different characters, or invite your child to make 
sound effects for the story. 

Make it a routine. Consider how to make reading 
habitual. Your family could have a weekly read-aloud 
session, or you and your child could read each week 
before bed. 

Be a patient listener. No matter how slowly your 
young learner reads, avoid finishing sentences for 
your child . Gently correct mistakes, sound out words 

together, and let your child know 
you're proud. 

Cut the distractions. During 
reading time, turn off or put away 
electronic devices. Make sure you 
follow the rule, too. 

Ask questions. Ask your child 
about what he or she is reading 
in school or what you are reading 
together. Try open-ended 
questions such as, "Why do you 
think the character did that?," 
"What would you do if you were in 
that situation?," or "What do you 
think will happen next?" 

Read beyond books. Invite 
your child to read menus, greeting cards, movie 
listings, newspaper comic strips, or directions to a 
destination. Word recognition is an important step 
for reading fluency, so consider using strips of paper 
and tape to label everyday objects in your home to 
boost your child's familiarity with words . 
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Glenwood's Math Minute 
-Molly Russell, math specialist-

I'm so excited to be working with Glenwood mathematicians once again this year! Chances 
are your child will see me quite a lot because I will be providing math support at Glenwood 
full time this year! I may be popping into your child's classroom to support students during 
the lesson, do a quick fluency activity with the class or working with small groups of students 
in my classroom. 

I have been introducing myself and some of my beliefs about math learning to students in 
classes the past week. Below are some things I shared with students during my introduction. 
I feel like these big ideas really help me focus my conversations with students as I help them 
learn and grow to their full potential. I wanted to share them with you so they can be part 
of your family conversations about math as well! 

Thin' mg Ii ea mat cmat1cian 

Our bra ins arn a mucc1c1 
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We learn mf!lh by DOING math. 

I asked students if someone would get 
stronger arms if they did curls with a pencil 
all day long. What if they used a dumbbell 
that was a //tt/e heavy? That's right - our 
muse/es grow most when we give them 
work that's a little challenging.' 

It's good if things are a little challenging! 

When we learn something new in math . we add that 
new knowledge on top of wl1at we already know. The 
blocks at the bol1om of this tower need to be sturdy 
so the tower can grow high. Sometimes when we get 
ready to learn something new. we need extra time to 
remember (or relearn) Lhe foundallonal skills 
underneath that new lea rning . That's a huge part of 
my job! Helping strengthen the foundations so 
students are ready for new learning. 

~-- --- ---- ------- ~ 

My job 

Every mistake we make is an 
opportvnily to learn and grow.' I 
love to see eraser bits on 
students' desks! That means 
they're working hard and 
growing their brains! 
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Like the picture on the right, every student 
has different needs and part of my job is 
learning exactly what students need and 
planning just right activities to help them 
grow! 
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Dear Parents, 

Educational technology and funding changes daily. To keep up with these changes 

and expenses, our school is partnering with Weis Markets in the Weis 4 School 

program. By participating in this program, we can earn money for our school 

simply by shopping as we all do every day. When you shop at Weis, scan the 

barcode below to register your Weis Club Card. Once you register, you're in the 

program and you do not need to register again. Please share this barcode with 

your friends and relatives so they can earn points for our school too. 

Thank you for supporting our school with much needed funding! 

GLENWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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Last year Weis Markets initiated the Weis4Schools program, that was based on re.warding local schools 

when a Weis shopper linked their Club Card to a specific school. Since October of 2020, anytime our 

Glenwood families shopped at Weis and used their Weis Club ca rds (and if they'd linked thei r cards to 

our Glenwood School account) we accumulated points that Weis converted to dollars that they donated 

to our school community. 

This week Weis gave us a check for $591.38 that came from those converted points! Thank you to all 

of you who shopped at Weis and also helped us to support Glenwood! We will be using the money from 

Weis to support our Glenwood Back Pack Program, which provides weekly food bags to our families who 

could use it. 

If you haven't linked your Weis Club Card to 

Glenwood yet, use the bar code on the Weis page 

in this newsletter and help to support our 

school community during this school year. 
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Congratulations to 
Audriann Glazer and 
Cameron Weisbrod! 

Both students submitted 
writing pieces into 

the WSKG 2021 Writing 
Challenge and won 

Best Fiction! 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY! 

I 0 /3- Jaylee L 
10/5-Elizabeth V 
10/7-Lilianna L 
10/7-FinnS 
10/8-Phillip K 
10/11- Sanjana s 
10/13-Mrs. 
Blachowiak 
10/14- VelvetA 
10/15-AinsleyW 
10/15- Blaze D 
10/16-Samuel H 
10/16-VmcentN 
10/16- JemmaB 
10/19-EmeryG 
I 0/23- Nathan L 
10/25- JaxsonC 
10/25- Mrs. Lamb 
I 0 /26- Brooke C 
I 0 /29- Alden G 
I 0 /29- Gabriel D 
10/29-NoahS 
10/30- Mrs. Mullen 



STEM 
CHALLENGE 
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STUDENTS RECENTLY ENGAGED IN A STEM 
CHALLENGE WHERE THEY USED LIMITED AND ODD 

ITEMS, SUCH AS UNCOOKED NOODLES AND 
MARSHMALLOWS TO CREATE A STRUCTURE. 

THE WINNING STRUCTURE WAS 15 INCHES HIGH! 
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Students focused on 
making qualitative and 
quantitative observations 
as well as drawing scientific 
sketches! 


