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Directions 

• Complete   one   full   lesson   of   Math   and   one   full   lesson   of   English   Language   Arts
per   day  if   possible.

• Please keep in mind that additional paper may be needed for solving some math
problems and when answering some written response questions in ELA.

• We   wish   you   and   your   family   all   the   best   in   health   during   this   time.



Mathematics Grade 1 
Learning Activities 

PART 3 

Day 1  Shapes & Stories (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 

Solve the riddles below. Write the name of the shape in each box. 

Triangle

1

43

2

http://mathlearningcenter.org/


Window Sum (Source: https://www.openmiddle.com/) 
Using the digits 0-9, no more than once, complete the puzzle so that the sum of 
each side is equivalent. 

Counting (Image from https://www.mypetchicken.com/) 
How many do you see? What did you count? How did you count them? 

https://www.openmiddle.com/
https://www.mypetchicken.com/


Day 2  Figure the Facts with Penguins (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Here is a huddle of 10 penguins. Eight penguin pals are swimming toward the 
huddle so they can get warm too. How many penguins will there be in all when the 
8 penguins join their friends? Write an equation beside the picture to show. 

Here are 10 penguins in a huddle. Some more are coming to join them, and then 
there will be 13 penguins in the huddle. How many penguins are going to join the 
huddle? Fill in the empty box in the equation to show. 

Domino Window (Source: https://www.openmiddle.com/) 
Use four of these dominoes to form a square with the same number of dots on each 
side. 

http://mathlearningcenter.org/
https://www.openmiddle.com/


Number Talks (Source: mathforlove.org) 
How many do you see? What did you count? How did you count them? 

Day 3  Addition (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Add. 

Which One Doesn’t Belong? (http://wodb.ca/) 
Choose one heart in this picture that you don’t 
think it belongs with the rest. Explain why. Can 
you pick another heart and give a different 
reason?  
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      2

3                    4

http://mathforlove.org/
http://mathlearningcenter.org/
http://wodb.ca/


Visual Pattern (Source: visualpatterns.org) 
Below is a pattern of cylinders in stages 1-3 below. Draw what you think stage 4 
might look like. Label how many cylinders are in each stage. 

Noticing (Source: https://samedifferentimages.wordpress.com/) 
On a piece of paper, make two columns. In one column, list the things that are the 
same in this picture, and in the other column, list the things that are different.  

What is the same? What is different? 

Day 4  Subtraction (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Subtract. 

http://visualpatterns.org/
https://samedifferentimages.wordpress.com/
http://mathlearningcenter.org/


Ways to Make 10 (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
5 + 5 is one way to make 10. 12 – 2 is another way to make 10. Think of some other 
ways to make 10. Write at least 10 different ways to make 10.  

Would You Rather (Source: https://www.wouldyourathermath.com/) 

Day 5  Story Problem (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
There were 5 penguins behind the hill, 4 penguins on the ice, 
and 10 penguins in the water. How many penguins in all?  

Puzzle (Source: https://www.solvemoji.com/) 
What is the value of the last row? 

More Penguins (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Some penguins are standing on the ice.  9 penguins are swimming in the water. 
How many penguins in all? 

   Whichever option you choose, justify your reasoning with mathematics.

http://mathlearningcenter.org/
https://www.wouldyourathermath.com/
http://mathlearningcenter.org/
https://www.solvemoji.com/Puzzle/Puzzle/33872/
http://mathlearningcenter.org/


English Language Arts  Grade 1  
Learning Activities

Day 1 Fiction Text for the Day: Swamp Music 
(Source: https://www.readinga-z.com/ from Learning A-Z)

Building Background:
You are going to read a story about music. What are some things that people can 
use to make music? You might start with, “People can use _____ and _____ to 
make music.”

Read the Book:
As you read the first time, remember your ideas about how music is made - were 
any of your ideas in the book? Were there any ideas you hadn’t thought about?
Read the book a second time, and circle any sight words while you read.

Snap Words:
Read the following sight words. Spell them out loud as you write them two times 
each.

more   would      too

Quotation Marks:
Quotation marks show the words that a character is saying. They come before 
the first word, and after the last word that is said. Circle the quotation marks in 
the sentences below. Underline who is speaking. 

“My belly is a drum,” said the bear.
“I can play the piano,” said the teacher.

Discussion Question (talk and write about it!):
Why does each animal make a different musical sound? 
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Day 2 Fiction Text for the Day: Swamp Music 
(Source: https://www.readinga-z.com/ from Learning A-Z)

Retelling:
Good readers often stop to make sure they can remember what has happened in 
a story. The following pictures are from Swamp Music. Think about what is 
happening in each picture, and write numbers to show the order in which these 
things happened.

____       ____    ____  ____ ____

Read the Book:
As you read the book today, think about why each animal makes the type of music 
that it does.
Read the book a second time, and circle words that have /-ing/.

-ing makes the sound like at the end of ring or jumping.

Phonics:
Create new words by putting each sound in front of the rime “-ing”. Read each 
word, and write it on the lines below.

z   s  r   w  th
___ing

Compare and Contrast:
Compare means to look at how things are similar. Contrast means to look at how 
they are different. How are the animals in Swamp Music different? In what ways 
are they similar?  

English Community Learning Curriculum, Rio School District (2020)  

Similar Different



Day 3 Fiction Text for the Day: Swamp Music 
(Source: https://www.readinga-z.com/ from Learning A-Z)

Author’s Purpose:
Authors have a purpose when they write a book. They want to entertain the 
reader with a story, inform them about something, or share their opinion about 
something. What do you think the author’s purpose was in Swamp Music? Why?

entertain
inform
share opinion

Read the Book:
As you read, think about if the book was easier to read today. How long did it 
take you to read it? Could you read it more quickly next week?
Read the book a second time, and circle words that you have a hard time reading. 

Phonemic awareness:
Read each word below. Change the underlined ending to “-ing”. Say the new word. 
Write the new word.

Example:   bat ------> bing

 run - -> brat - ->

flip - -> kid   - ->
Discussion Question (talk and write about it!):

What is the problem the animals have? How do they solve it? 

Comprehension Quiz (circle the correct answer):

What causes the animals to make music?
a) They think that they are great musicians.
b) They think that the swamp is too quiet.
c) They think that the other animals are too quiet.

What makes this story a fantasy (not possibly real)?
a) The animals can speak.
b) The animals live in a swamp.
c) The animals make noises.

The animals in this story make music. What is music?
a) a fun activity with good friends
b) a group of sounds made or put together as art
c) a dance in a swamp.

English Community Learning Curriculum, Rio School District (2020)  
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Day 4 Informational Text for the Day: Swamps
(Source: https://www.readinga-z.com/ from Learning A-Z)

Picture Walk:
Flip through the book and look closely at each picture before reading. A picture 
walk can help you understand what a book is going to be about. What is something 
you think you might learn in this book? Write about it.

Read the Book:
As you read the first time, remember what you thought you might learn in this 
book - were any of your thoughts correct?
Read the book a second time, and circle any sight words while you read.

Snap Words:
Read the following sight words. Spell them out loud as you write them two times 
each.

 many should         were

Phonemic awareness:
Name each picture. Identify and write the middle sound. The first one has 
been done for you (Image Source: Creative Clips).

e
Sentence Subjects:

Every sentence has a subject, or a noun that the sentence is about. Circle the 
subject in each sentence.

1. Plants grow in swamps. 2. The soil stays healthy.

3. Animals live in swamps. 4. The air stays clean.

5. Swamps can have salt water.

English Community Learning Curriculum, Rio School District (2020)  



Day 5 Informational Text for the Day: Swamps
(Source: https://www.readinga-z.com/ from Learning A-Z)

Making Connections:
Good readers make connections as they read. A text-to-text connection is when 
you connect one book to another book. How might this book, Swamps, be 
connected to our other book, Swamp Music? Write your connection below.

Read the Book:
As you read the book today, think about all the ways that swamps are helpful to 
our planet.
Read the book a second time, and circle words that you have a hard time reading.

Antonyms:
An antonym is a word that means the opposite of another word. For example, the 
antonym of cold is hot. Use the word bank to match the antonym to the 
underlined word in each sentence

1. Swamps help Earth stay healthy.

2. Swamps help the land stay dry.

3. Swamps help the water stay clean.

4. Swamps have many animals.

5. Swamps help the soil stay healthy.

English Community Learning Curriculum, Rio School District (2020)  

Word 
Bank

few

dirty

harm

wet

sick

Phonics:
Write the “-ing” word on the line that is shown in each picture. 
(Image Source: Creative Clips)



Discussion Questions (talk and write about it!):
How does a swamp with many animals help keep Earth healthy?

Swamps can have many plants. Is this a fact or opinion? How do you know?

Why is it important to keep Earth healthy? Draw a picture in the extra space of 
how you can help keep Earth healthy!

English Community Learning Curriculum, Rio School District (2020)  



www.readinga-z.com

Swamp Music
Swamp Music

A Reading A–Z Level D Leveled Book
Word Count: 122

Visit www.readinga-z.com 
for thousands of books and materials.

Writ ten by Maribeth Boelts
Illustrated by Rebecca Stuhff

LEVELED BOOK • D



Written by Maribeth Boelts
Illustrated by Rebecca Stuhff

Swamp Music

Swamp Music
Level D Leveled Book
© Learning A–Z
Written by Maribeth Boelts
Illustrated by Rebecca Stuhff

All rights reserved.

www.readinga-z.com
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“The swamp is too quiet,” 
said Ben Bear.

“We need more fun.”
“A band would be fun,” 
said Snap the crayfish.

Swamp Music • Level D



5 6

“A band!” 
Gabby Grasshopper said.

“What can we play?”

“I could snap my claws 
like this,” said Snap. 
Snap-snap, snap-snap.

Swamp Music • Level D



7 8

“I can play my belly,” 
said Ben.

“It can go boom-boom.”

“I can play my legs,”  
said Gabby.

“They can zing-zing-zing .”

Swamp Music • Level D



9 10

“I can go sissssss 
with my tongue!” said 
Sissy Snake.

“Then we can make  
music!” said Gabby.

“It will be fun!”

Swamp Music • Level D



11 12

What is that sound?
Where is it coming 
from?
It’s swamp music!

Snap-snap, boom-boom, 
sissssss, and zing-zing-zing.
The whole swamp came
to dance and sing.

Swamp Music • Level D



Visit www.readinga-z.com 
for thousands of books and materials.

Writing and Art
How do swamps help Earth  
stay healthy? Draw a picture  
of a swamp and write about it.
Science 
What other types of plants and 
animals might live in a swamp? 
Share your ideas with a partner.

Connections

Swamps
A Reading A–Z Level D Leveled Book

Word Count: 57

www.readinga-z.com

LEVELED BOOK • D

Written by Gabriel Harper

Swamps



www.readinga-z.com

Why are swamps important?

Focus Question

Written by Gabriel Harper

Swamps 

Swamps
Level D Leveled Book
© Learning A–Z
Written by Gabriel Harper

All rights reserved.

www.readinga-z.com

clean
fresh water
healthy

salt water
soil
swamps
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3

Swamps are areas  
of wet and dry land. 

Swamps • Level D 4

Swamps can have  
fresh water. 



5

Swamps can have  
salt water. 

Swamps • Level D 6

Swamps can have  
many plants. 



7

Swamps can have  
many animals. 

Swamps • Level D 8

Swamps help the soil 
stay healthy. 



9

Swamps help the air 
stay clean. 

Swamps • Level D 10

Swamps help the water 
stay clean. 



11

Swamps help the land 
stay dry. 

Swamps • Level D 12

Swamps help Earth  
stay healthy.



English   Language   Arts    Grade   1  
Community   Learning   CHOICE   BOARD  

UNIT   3  

The   following   activities   are   intended   to   be   open-ended   and   require   little   (paper   and   pencil)   or  
no   supplies.   Some   different   ideas   for   use   are:   do   one   activity   a   day,   try   to   get   three   in   a   row   for  
a   “BINGO,”   save   the   activities   for   one   day   of   the   week,   or   use   them   to   generate   ideas   of   your  
own.   It’s   your   choice!  

“Swamp   Music”  
Bonus   Activity  

You   read   the   story   “Swamp  
Music.”   Draw   a   picture   of  
what   instrument   you   would  

play   if   you   could   choose   just  
one.   Write   some   sentences  
to   tell   about   why   you   chose  

that   instrument.  

Chores   at   Home   
Write   a   “How   To”  

Do   one   of   your   chores,   or  
ask   for   a   chore   to   do.   Write  

about   how   you   do   that  
chore.   Try   using   words   like  
first,   next,   after,   then ,   etc.  

ABC   Collage  

Go   through   magazines,  
newspapers,   ads,   &   junk   mail  
and   find   a   word   that   starts  

with   each   letter   of   the  
alphabet.   Cut/tear   them  

out.   If   you   have   glue,   glue  
them   down   on   a   new   piece  

of   paper.  

Shape   Scavenger   Hunt  

With   a   family   member,   go  
outside   and   look   for  

something   shaped   like   a  
circle,   a   square,   a   triangle,   a  

rectangle,   an   oval,   etc.  
Come   back   in   and   write  
about   what   you   found.  

A   ___   is   ____.  

Start   a   Journal   &   Write  
Your   Story!  

We   are   history   in   the  
making!   Start   a   daily   or  

weekly   journal.   Write   about  
anything   you   want   or   use  

this   weekly   prompt:  

What   did   you   do   today?  

Nature   Walk:  
Observe   Outdoors  

Go   outside   on   a   walk   with   a  
family   member.   How   is   the  
weather?   What   does   it   feel  
like?   What   can   you   see   or  

hear?  

My   Teacher  

Who   is   your   teacher?   What  
tools   he/she   needs   for  

his/her   job?   Draw   a   picture  
and   label   the   different  

things   you   drew.  

Write   a   Letter   to   a  
Frontline   Responder  

Frontline   Responders   are  
those   people   helping   to   keep  

us   and   others   safe   and  
healthy   during   this   time.  
Write   a   letter   to   thank  
them   or   tell   them   you’re  

thinking   of   them.  

Make   Your   Own:  
Number   Book  

A   number   book   is   a   book  
where   each   page   has   one  

more   or   one   less   of  
something.   Write   your   own  

1-10   number   book   where   you
tell   how   many   things   you   see

on   each   page.  
I   see   ___   ___.   
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