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Directions 

• Complete   one   full   lesson   of   Math   and   one   full   lesson   of   English   Language   Arts
per   day  if   possible.

• Please keep in mind that additional paper may be needed for solving some math
problems and when answering some written response questions in ELA.

• We   wish   you   and   your   family   all   the   best   in   health   during   this   time.



Mathematics Grade 4 
Learning Activities 

PART 4 

Day 1  Fraction Stories (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Missy’s mother owns a pet supply store. The directions on the small cans of cat food say to 
feed a cat 1 can of food each day for every 4 pounds of body weight. Missy started to make a 
table to help people know how much of this food to give their cats every day. Finish the table. 

Inequalities (Source: mathlearningcenter.org)  Fill in the blanks with <, >, or =. 

Whole Number Division (Source: https://www.openmiddle.com/) 
Using the digits 1 to 9 at most one time each, fill in the boxes to make a true statement. 

http://mathlearningcenter.org/
http://mathlearningcenter.org/
https://www.openmiddle.com/


Day 2  Story Problem (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Tina collects cans to recycle at the supermarket. Last week, on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday, she collected 37 cans each day. On Tuesday, Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, she collected 43 cans each day. Tina gets 5 cents for every can she recycles. 

A. How much money did Tina get for her cans last week?

B. Tina kept $5 for herself. She divided the rest of the money evenly among her
three little brothers. How much money did each brother get?

Round and Round (Source: https://brilliant.org/) 
In a circle puzzle like the one below, dashed arrows mean to add and solid arrows mean to 
multiply. For example, the solution to the puzzle is a number whose sum is, 5 + 9, which is 
14. The solution on the right is a number that, when multiplied by 6, gives us 12. By working
backwards, we get a solution of 2.

Solve the puzzle below. 

http://mathlearningcenter.org/
https://brilliant.org/


Core Fluency - Subtraction (Source: mathforlove.org) 

Day 3  Division (Source:  Greatminds.org) 

Fractions (Source: Greatminds.org) 

Visual Pattern (Source: visualpatterns.org 
Below is a pattern of mangoes in stages 1-3 below. Draw what you think stage 4 
might look like. Label how many mangoes are in each stage 

http://mathforlove.org/
http://visualpatterns.org/


Day 4  Paloma’s Picture (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Paloma is painting a picture of a house. Help Paloma solve the following problems. 
Show your work using numbers, sketches, or words. 

A. The door of Paloma’s house is 49 millimeters by 24 millimeters. What is the
area of the door?

B. The porch is 12 centimeters by 19 centimeters. What is the area of the porch?

 Puzzle (Source: https://www.solvemoji.com/) 
What is the value of the last row? 

Rounding using Vertical Number Lines (Source: greatminds.org) 

http://mathlearningcenter.org/
https://www.solvemoji.com/Puzzle/Puzzle/33872/


Day 5  Metric Units (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Write and solve an equation for each of the problems below. Use the table to help. 

A. How many centimeters are in 45 meters?

B. How many meters are in 45 kilometers?

C. How many meters are in 800 centimeters?

Would You Rather (Source: https://www.wouldyourathermath.com/) 
Whichever option you choose, justify your reasoning with mathematics. 

http://mathlearningcenter.org/
https://www.wouldyourathermath.com/


Rope Climb (Source: mathlearningcenter.org) 
Your P.E. teacher has challenged your class to a rope climb! There are 8 blue pieces of tape 
equally spaced, and wrapped around the rope to mark off the distances. The following 
results represent the goal levels that were reached by the students in your group.  
 

 

Display this data on the line plot below. Enter the rest of the goal 
levels below the heavy line. Make an X above the heavy line to 
represent each student in your group. Give your finished line plot a 
good title. 

 

                                                     KEY:  X = 1 student 

 
A. How many students stopped at the goal line 3/8? 

 

B. Which goal level did the most students reach? 

 

C. How many students touched or even passed 3/8 of the rope? 

 

D. What was the total distance combined for climbing the rope?  

 

 

http://mathlearningcenter.org/


PART
4

Day   1   Read   the   article   “A   giant   floating   trash   collector   will   try   to   scoop   up   ocean   garbage  
patch”     Source:   Newsela .  

1st   read:    Read   the   text   silently,   underline   any   words   that   are   not   familiar   to   you.  
2nd   read:    Read   the   passage   out   loud,   highlighting   important   information.  

Vocabulary   Practice  

1. Which   sentence   is   an   example   of   the   word   " expensive "?
A. The   new    house   cost   $850.000
B. The   new   notebook   cost   $2.50

 2.  Which   word   goes   with    “high   price?”
A. expensive
B. concern

 3.  Write   your   own   sentence   using   the   word    expensive .
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  

4.  Which   TWO   choices   are    MAIN   ideas    of   the   article?

1. Boyan   Slat   designed   a   floating   system   to   help   remove   
plastic   trash from   the   oceans.

2. Plastic   trash   in   the   world's   oceans   is   a   huge   and   serious   problem.
3. The   floating   system   is   made   up   of   nets,   pipes,   solar

lights   and communication   systems.
4. Plastic   trash   is   found   throughout   the   oceans   because   it   does   not

break   down   like   other   garbage.

A.  1   and   2
B.  1   and   3
C.  2   and   4
D.  3   and   4

English  Language  Arts  Grade  4  
Learning   Activities  

https://newsela.com/read/floating-ocean-trash-collector/id/45216


  Re-read   this   paragraph   from   the   section    "How   It   Works."  

The   system   moves   slower   than   the   water.   This   allows   the   currents   and  
waves   to   push   trash   into   its   center.   Floating   pieces   are   captured   by   the   net  
while   the   push   of   water   against   the   net   moves   fish   and   other   ocean   life   out  
of   the   way.  

6.  Which   statement   BEST    summarizes    the   paragraph?

A. The   system   will   not   cause   any   harm   to   animals   because   it   is   designed   to move
very   slowly.

B. The   system   will   be   able   to   collect   trash   only   when   ocean   currents   and waves
are   just   right.

C. The   system   will   use   the   natural   movement   of   the   ocean   to   help   it   work and   to
protect   wildlife.

D. The   system   will   move   the   trash   in   the   ocean   into   one   place   so   another system
can   then   remove   it.

7.  What   caused   Boyan   Slat   to   start   the   Ocean   Cleanup   Project?

A. what   he   learned   in   school   about   the   Great   Pacific   Garbage   Patch
B. what   he   saw   while   diving   in   the   ocean   near   Greece
C. what   he   heard   about   pollution   in   a   speech   that   went   viral   online
D. what   he   studied   while   attending   Delft   University   in   the   Netherlands

Day   2   Today   you   will   be   learning   about   plastic   use.  

1. Before   Reading :     Estimate   how   much   plastic   your   family   uses   in   a   day.    Write your
estimation   below in a complete sentence.

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Read   the   article    “A   good   New   Year's   resolution   for   2019?   To   use   less   plastic.”    Source:  
Newsela     and    Notice/Wonder/Connect  

  2.  Complete   the   Noticings/Wonderings/Connections   chart   included   at   the   back   of   the
packet.  

https://newsela.com/read/use-less-plastic/id/48467/?collection_id=339&search_id=18a07c32-5ef5-4a14-8a15-08d3738ebe9c
https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/4.18.18.NoticeWonderConnect.pdf


3.  What   is   the    author’s   purpose    for   writing   this   article?    Explain   how   you   know.
(Hint:   Is   it   to    inform,   entertain    or    persuade    the   reader?     Remember   author’s
purpose   is   the   reason   why   the   text   was   written.)

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________   

4.  Reflection: What actions can people take to make the earth and oceans healthier? 

Cite (use) evidence from the article to support  your  answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

5.   How   would   the   environment   be   affected   if   we   reduce   the   amount   of   plastic waste?   
What   details   from   the   text   help   you   support   your   claim?   Think   about   what you   know   
about   plastic   in   the   environment,   then   use  details  from the text to  support your   claim. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________



Day   3   1. Think   about   something   you   or   your   family   members   recently   bought.   Where   did
you   buy   it?   How   do   you   think   it   got   to   that   place?   Where   do   you   think   it   came
from   before   that?

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

2. Read,   “Three   Ways   to   Learn   About   Consumer   Power.”    Source:   CommonLit

3. After   reading   paragraph   1,   give   a   definition   for    consumer   power .

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

4. Part   A:   What   is   the    main   idea    of   the   text?

A. You   and   your   family   can   start   a   garden   to   make   the   world   better.
B. You   and   your   family   cannot   make   a   big   difference   in   the   world   by

yourselves.
C. You   and   your   family   can   get   sick   if   you   don't   know   where   your   food

comes   from.
D. You   and   your   family   can   make   a   positive   difference   by   carefully

choosing   where   you   buy .

 5.   Part   B:   Which   detail   from   the   text   best   supports   the   answer   in   Part   A?

A. “Once   upon   a   time,   the   world   believed   that   extra   packaging   was   a
sign   of   quality   and   importance.”   (par.   3)

B. “Does   a   single   pen   really   need   all   of   that   packaging?   Does   your   new
toy   really   need   that   huge   box?”   (par.   5)

C. “Your   favorite   snacks   don't   come   from   the   aisles   of   the   grocery   store.
Your   favorite   toys   don't   come   from   Target   or   Toys   R   Us.”   (par.   9)

D. “The   choices   you   make   as   a   consumer   can   make   a   difference.    They
can   change   the   future   of   our   planet   for   the   better.”   (par.   13)

https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/3-ways-to-learn-about-consumer-power


 6.   Believe   in   Your   Power      You   have   the   power   to   change    the   neighborhood
and   world    you   live   in.   The   choices   you   make   as   a   consumer   can   make   a 
difference.   They   can   change   the   future   of   our   planet   for   the   better.    Write about 
some   ways   you   and   your   family   can   help   change   your   community.

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

Day   4     Read   “Squeak   the   Skater   Goes   Surfing”   at   the   end   of   the   packet.    Source:   Readworks  

1. What   was   Squeak   unable   to   do   after   his   first   surfing   lesson   with   Troy?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________________________  

2. After   four   lessons   with   Troy,   Squeak   did   something   very   impressive   that   made
him   a   hero.   What   did   Squeak   do?

_______________________________________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________________________  

3. Word   Work

https://www.readworks.org/article/Surfing/c426ed48-66dc-401e-b03d-17990625b53c#!articleTab:content/contentSection:d1b6a6c6-a971-4ee5-8d3a-43f5aed027d9/


Day   5   Read   “The   Surfer   Girl”   at   the   end   of   the   packet.    Source:   Readworks  

Text-Dependent   Questions  
1.  Why   did   Lucy   feel   discouraged   about   surfing   at   first?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. Two   years   after   she   got   her   first   surfboard,   Lucy   was   performing   
moves   that   her friends   had   never   tried.   What   did   Lucy   do   to   improve   at   
surfing? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Paired   Text   Questions:   To   answer   the   next   questions,   use   both    texts:   “Squeak   the  
Skater   Goes   Surfing”   and   “Surfer   Girl”  

3.  If   you    persevere     with   something,   you   keep   trying   to   do   it.   You   do   not   give   up,
even   though   it   is   difficult.   Give   one   example   from   each   story   of   how   a   character
perseveres.

Perseverance  

Example   from   “Squeak   the   Skater  
Goes   Surfing”  

Example   from   “The   Surfer   Girl”  

https://www.readworks.org/article/Surfing/c426ed48-66dc-401e-b03d-17990625b53c#!questionsetsSection:2687/articleTab:content/contentSection:a0918701-e311-4a93-bffa-10d397dfd8b2/


4. “If   you   practice   and   persevere,   your   hard   work   will   have   good   results.”   Is   this   an 
accurate  theme  for both stories?   Support your argument with details from the two stories.

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________

Text   Connection  
5. What   is   something   that   you   would   like   to   improve?    What   are   the   steps   you need to   
take?   Would you need help from someone?   If so, who?

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

A giant floating trash collector will try to scoop
up ocean garbage patch

The Ocean Cleanup Project's system is under construction in Alameda, California. Once it's finished, the system will be as long as five
football fields. Photo by: The Ocean Cleanup Project

SAN FRANCISCO, California — Scientists hope a giant floating strainer will help to clean up the

ocean. Soon, it will be tested off the coast of California.

Called the Ocean Cleanup Project, the 2,000-foot device has pipes that float on the water with nets

below. It collects trash in the middle of it.

The huge device is designed to collect tons of garbage from what's known as the Great Pacific

Garbage Patch. The floating trash can harm and kill whales, dolphins, seals and more, scientists at

Britain's University of Plymouth say. The animals might eat the trash or get tangled in it.

The project is the work of Boyan Slat. He is 23 years old and is from the Netherlands. He was so

disgusted by the plastic waste he saw while diving near Greece that he has worked to clean up the

mess.

By USA Today, adapted by Newsela staff on 08.22.18
Word Count 676
Level 840L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

A Dutch nonprofit group runs the project, which is very expensive. The group has received

millions of dollars to help. 

How It Works

The cleanup project's system uses connected pipes the length of five football fields that float on the

ocean. Nets hang below the pipes.

The system moves slower than the water. This allows the currents and waves to push trash into its

center. Floating pieces are captured by the net while the push of water against the net moves fish

and other ocean life out of the way.

It has solar-powered lights and systems to keep ships from running into it. It has cameras and

sensors to communicate with people.

The system will operate mostly on its own, although a few people will watch from a nearby ship. A

ship will be sent out occasionally to get the collected trash and take it to shore. Then it will be

recycled.

Expanding The Focus

Scientists say things are so bad that it's worth a shot.

"I applaud the efforts to remove plastics," said Rolf Halden. He is a professor at Arizona State

University.

However, he added that we need to stop the tons of plastic entering the oceans each day. 

Another concern is that the project targets only plastic pollution floating on the ocean. Scientists

have found plastics all the way down to the sea floor.

Project leaders say that cleanup is important, even if success is a long shot.

"The current plastic pollution will not go away by itself," Rick van Holst Pellekaan said. He is a

spokesman for the project. 

He said the group is considering systems for rivers and other areas. Those would catch plastic

before it reaches the ocean.

A report says as much as 9.5 million tons of trash goes into the ocean each year. 

Plastic is different than other trash. It does not break down like food or paper garbage.

The trash often comes from countries that have growing businesses but whose waste systems

haven't caught up. Several of these countries are in Asia.

Discovering The Patch

Trash patches gather floating trash in areas hundreds of miles across. They accumulate because of

ocean currents.

Most of the pollution in these patches is plastic, said a British study published last year. 



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Slat got interested in cleaning up these areas after his diving experience. He gave a talk on his

ideas after he graduated from high school in 2013.

His talk went viral online. A project to raise money for cleanup began. Slat ended up leaving Delft

University in the Netherlands to focus on the cleanup.

Scientists have been working to build the cleanup system across the bay from San Francisco. It is

weeks away from launch.

The Plan

The cleanup system is scheduled to be taken to a spot off the coast on September 8. It will spend

40 to 60 days there for testing.

If it does well, the system will be taken to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. It is between California

and Hawaii.

The goal is to use 60 systems by 2020. The group believes that will clean up half of the trash in the

garbage patch in five years.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

A good New Year's resolution for 2019? To use
less plastic

A beach in Naples, Italy, is covered with plastic waste and debris. What can you do to fight plastic pollution in 2019? Photo by Salvatore
Laporta/Getty Images

Each year, many people make resolutions to change their lives a bit for the better. Usually, these

New Year's resolutions are about improving themselves. Some people want to exercise more.

Others want to save money or learn new skills.

This year, ask your family or friends to try a group resolution. Consider reducing your waste of

plastic materials you only use once. This might include plastic food containers, plastic bags or

plastic decorations.

Think of it as a resolution to lose weight, except for the Earth. After all, scientists estimate that

some 18 billion pounds of plastic trash flows into the oceans every year. That's a lot of extra

weight!

Kids are passionate planet protectors. They often want to find real ways to help save the planet.

They are likely to stick to this resolution.

By National Geographic, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.08.19
Word Count 437
Level 750L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Here are three ways to use less plastic in 2019 as a family.

Ban Balloons And Glitter

Planning a birthday party or holiday celebration? Pledge to have a plastic-free party.

Show your creativity when decorating. Replace balloons with cut-out paper decorations like

banners, streamers and confetti. Undersea animals can mistake balloons for food. 

Maybe you were planning to celebrate with glitter. Instead, consider purchasing a natural option

made of eucalyptus plants. Glitter is actually just tiny pieces of plastic.

Buy In Bulk

Promise to shop smarter. It's healthier for you and the planet.

Try to avoid snacks that come wrapped in individual plastic. Instead grab popcorn kernels and

banana chips from the bulk section of the store. Shop with reusable bags for whole fruits and

vegetables. Grab some canned beans. Fill a bring-your-own container with a grain, like brown rice,

from the bulk section.

Back at home, families can cook a meal free from single-use plastic. If fish is on the menu, read an

online guide like Seafood Watch. It shows the practices used to catch that type of fish. Often,

fishers leave behind their gear and it falls in the ocean. Knowing the kind of gear used to catch fish

can help cut down on harm.

Online Shopping Uses A Lot Of Plastic

We all want to resolve to spend less money, and plastic is a great place to start. Host a toy swap

with your friends instead of purchasing brand-new items. And don't forget about the plastic

packaging. It covers almost all items that you purchase online. Consider your plastic resolution

when you want to shop online.

Get creative! Think of ways to give old pieces of plastic a new job and avoid buying a new item. Use

newspaper sleeves to pick up pet poo, for example.



 Name: ____________________________ 

Date: ____________ Class: ___________ 

Notice, Wonder, Connect 
Directions: Use the space below to record your thinking as you read the text. 

Noticings Wonderings Connections 



3 WAYS TO LEARN ABOUT

CONSUMER POWER

by Amanda Oliver

Text adapted from “4 Impactful Ways to Teach Kids About Consumer Power” by Amanda Oliver, 2014. Used with
permission.



This text explains how to make better choices the next time
you buy something.

As you read, highlight ways to make a positive difference when choosing
what to buy.

How can you become a more conscious  consumer?

What is consumer power? Think about your favorite store, toy, or

food. The ability to decide what you and your family buy is called

consumer power. By buying certain products instead of others, you

can help make a positive difference in the world.

1. At the Shop

Every time you have a say in which

products you buy, you are exercising 

your buying power.

CHOOSE PRODUCTS WITH LESS PACKAGING

Once upon a time, the world

believed that extra packaging was

a sign of quality and importance.

We now know that packaging is

mostly waste. Next time you look

at a product, look at the package it

comes in.
aware

using



BUY FSC PAPER PRODUCTS

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an organization that makes

sure wood and paper products come from forests that are responsibly

managed. It is easy to check for the FSC label on pencils and paper. By

looking for this label, you are exercising your buying power. You have a

choice in what you buy and where the products come from.

Thinking about these questions

can help us cut down on waste.

Does a single pen really need all of that packaging? Does your new toy

really need that huge box?

"File:FSC-Product.jpg" by Gerhard Elsner is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 

"Pixel Pals Packaging" by Brendan Cosgrove is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 



Do you know where your food

comes from? How about your

favorite toys?

2. The Source

Your favorite snacks don’t come from the aisles of the grocery store.

Your favorite toys don’t come from Target or Toys R Us. Learning

about where our products really come from can help us make

decisions.

VISIT A LOCAL FARM

You can visit a local farm to

learn more about where our

food comes from and what is

healthy to eat.

A lot of trucks are needed every day to move vegetables and fruits

from farms to grocery stores. This is a big problem! These trucks

release carbon dioxide and other harmful gases into the air.

SUPPORT LOCAL FOOD PRODUCERS

That is why you should purchase food

items from local      producers. Look for

farmer’s markets or grocery stores that

carry local products.

person or company that makes or grows

Local (adjective): from a certain area or neighborhood, usually one that is close by



3. Believe in your Power

You have the power to change the neighborhood and world you live in.

The choices you make as a consumer can make a difference. They can

change the future of our planet for the better.

A GOLDEN RULE

Whether it’s choosing eco-

friendly products        at the store

or writing letters to local

politicians about topics that

matter to you, your voice makes a

difference.

products that are better for the environment



Squeak the Skater Goes Surfing

Squeak the Skater Goes Surfing
by Michael Stahl

Legend has it that Lincoln Elementary School once had a student named Steven James 
Skweekenheimerschtophen. He was a very popular boy and different from everyone else. 
Even though Skweekenheimerschtophen had a one-of-a-kind last name, it was not actually 
what made him so well known. By the time he was halfway through Kindergarten, his teacher 
grew tired of calling out "Skweekenheimerschtophen" each time she took attendance, so she 
decided to shorten his name to just "Squeak." The nickname stuck, and everyone went 
around calling him Squeak. His ability to ride a skateboard like no other is what made him 
famous at school and in his town. However, it was not until he accepted the challenge of 
surfing that he would become a hero.

When Squeak entered the fifth grade, he was already a wiz at riding a skateboard. Every day 
he would be outside pushing himself to do better, crazier tricks. One of the best places in 
town to do so was in the playground of his very own school, so he spent a lot of his time 
there. This gave all his classmates a chance to watch him get better at skateboarding, day 
after day. While on his board, he'd hop up onto any railing he could find, and fly off any 
surface, too. Squeak quickly learned how to do 360-degree turns in the air, and how to flip his 
legs up to the sky while keeping the board against his feet with one arm and holding his whole 
body upside down with his other arm. The crowd of classmates would cheer him on, 
especially when he performed a new stunt for the very first time. The school's principal did not 
mind that Squeak got so much attention from participating in a sport that was a little bit 
dangerous. Squeak always wore his protective gear: a helmet, knee pads, and elbow guards. 
He also kept his grades up, proving he was really a great role model for the other students. 

After one particular weekend when Squeak took home five gold medals in a skateboarding 
competition, he thought to himself that he might want to give something new a try. Squeak 
was basically bored. He loved skateboarding and would never stop. He was completely 
certain about that. However, anytime Squeak would compete against other skilled 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Squeak the Skater Goes Surfing

skateboarders, he would win-hands down. He needed something new to push him. After 
seeing a video on the Internet of some amazing surfers, he knew what challenge he wanted 
to take on next.

"Surfing is perfect for me," he told his parents at Sunday dinner, while trying to get them to 
pay for lessons. "Besides," he added with a heap of confidence, "it's just like skateboarding!"

Squeak's parents agreed to pay for some surfing lessons for their son. They hired a man 
named Troy Mason to teach him. Troy had been in international competitions when he was 
young and was rather famous in the surfing world. He was a little bit older now and could not 
compete against the youngsters who were taking over the sport. So, he decided he should 
teach those young kids how to surf the right way.

Squeak knew in his mind that he would find surfing success. He had dreamt of going out in 
the ocean on his very first day and doing flips and spins as if he were on his skateboard and 
the waves were just like the rails in his schoolyard. Squeak would soon find out, though, that 
surfing may look similar to skateboarding, but it is quite different.

After forty-five minutes of his first lesson with Troy, Squeak had failed to balance himself on 
his new surfboard for more than a second or two. Of course, the board was slippery, which 
caused problems for Squeak. On top of that, unlike the pavement underneath his skateboard 
that never moved, the water never stopped moving, causing him to fall time and time again.

"You'll get it, kid," Troy said to him, trying to encourage Squeak after seeing the frustration on 
Squeak's face. "Don't you worry about a thing. You just need to keep coming out here into the 
water with me to practice, same as what you did with your skateboard."   

Squeak thanked Troy for that and indeed showed up for each of his lessons, ready to try and 
learn surfing over the course of the next few weeks. It was just the challenge he needed. 
Squeak realized that he certainly wasn't bored with surfing!

Throughout his fourth lesson with Troy, Squeak was finally making some progress. He could 
stand on the board and direct it a little bit left and a little bit right.

"Keep up the good work!" said Troy. "Let's head back to the beach and get some milkshakes."

Troy turned around and swam in the direction of the beach. Squeak wanted to keep on surfing 
and try staying on his board a little longer.

Suddenly, Squeak heard someone yelling from way over his left-hand side in the water. "Help! 
Help!" the man said. Squeak saw that the man was drowning, but no one else had seen or 
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heard him. The lifeguard must've just switched spots, and Troy was headed in the opposite 
direction.

Squeak concentrated as hard as he could and hopped on his board, taking a wave right over 
to the man who called for help. It was the longest time Squeak had spent balanced on his 
surfboard yet! Squeak got over to him in a jiffy and put his arm under the other man's. They 
used his board to float on in to the beach where a crowd gathered. Finally, the lifeguard saw 
what was happening and jumped in to help, too.

By the time Squeak and the man he'd helped got back to the beach, Troy was waiting along 
with a crowd of people.

"Troy!" Squeak squealed. "Did you see me? I surfed! I really surfed!"

"I saw you surf," said Troy. "But the more important thing is you saved that drowning man. 
You're a hero!"

From then on, Squeak was known more for his surfing than his skateboarding.
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The Surfer Girl
by ReadWorks

When she was little, Lucy never dreamed she would become a professional surfer. She was 
too obsessed with horseback riding to think of much else. All her toys were horse-related. Her 
walls were covered with horse posters. When she got home from school, the first thing she 
did was run to the stable, where her parents kept Barnie, her stallion.

Over time, though, the work of keeping a horse started to wear her down. Cleaning the stable, 
brushing Barnie every day, shoveling hay-it was a lot of work. The summers were especially 
hard. Temperatures in Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina could reach upwards of 100 degrees.

"Who should be expected to wear jodhpurs and a riding helmet on a 100-degree day?" she 
asked her mother one time.
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"Not me," her mother replied. "I'm thankful I get to wear a skirt and a tank-top!"

Lucy's mind was made up one day in August. She was trotting with Barnie around an obstacle 
course, preparing to perform some jumps. All of a sudden, a hedgehog came bounding 
across the ground. Spooked by the animal, Barnie rose onto his hind legs and sent Lucy 
tumbling into the dirt.

"That's it!" Lucy thought as she dusted herself off. "I am officially done with horseback riding."

She resolved to spend the rest of the summer at the beach. She would later recall this as the 
moment that set her future in motion.

For years, Lucy had been so consumed with horses that she hadn't noticed how popular 
surfing was among her friends. Surfing, she realized, was the thing to do. By age 10, half the 
boys and girls she knew had their own surfboards. 

That Christmas, she asked her parents for her own board.

But she quickly realized that surfing is not easy. Watching her friends and their surf videos, it 
looked pretty straightforward. A wave comes, and you paddle into it. Then you stand up and 
ride the wave in. Anyway, South Carolina was not Hawaii. The waves rarely got bigger than 3 
or 4 feet in height.

Once you got into the water, things were not so simple. Waves moved a lot faster than she 
thought. Often, the entire wave broke at the same time. This prevented you from actually 
riding it. Instead, she discovered, it crashed right on top of you, sending you and your board 
flying.

She was discouraged at first. She would never be as good as the pro surfers whose videos 
she watched at her friends' houses. By now, her friends had a few years of experience on her. 
As Lucy got tossed around in the surf, they were up and riding waves. They gave each other 
high fives on the beach. She tried not to get angry at the sight of it.

Still, Lucy was athletic-and determined. If I can learn how to balance atop a sprinting horse, 
she thought, I can learn how to ride a piece of fiberglass on a wave!

And so she kept at it. Since her house was just a 10-minute walk from the beach, she started 
surfing before school. As soon as the bell rang at 2 p.m., Lucy jumped on her bike and 
pedaled back out to the water, her surfboard tucked under her arm.

She improved rapidly. Her friends took notice. Two years after she got her first board, Lucy 
was already performing moves they had never tried. When hurricanes off the coast increased 
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the size of the waves, her friends tended to stay on the beach. They watched the older boys 
and girls surf instead.

Not Lucy.

"Why are you guys just sitting here?" she'd ask them before rushing into the water. "Look at 
the size of those waves!"

Before long, Lucy was winning local surf contests. The Eastern Surfing Association hosted 
competitions up and down the coast. In recent years, they had paid more attention to the 
talented girls who were competing. Big-name surf companies were always on the hunt for 
new talent to feature in their videos and advertisements. When a team manager saw Lucy at 
a contest in Jacksonville Beach, Florida, she signed her up on the spot.

Other companies followed. By 14, Lucy was sponsored by several surf brands. She got so 
much free clothing that she gave most of it away to friends. They were grateful. Many of them 
had gazed longingly at the same shorts, bathing suits and sandals at the mall, where the 
items cost as much as $70 apiece. And now they were getting them for free!

One of the perks of being a sponsored surfer, Lucy discovered, is that companies pay you to 
travel to beaches around the world. In return, they ask that you allow photographers to shoot 
pictures of you. True, they usually required you to wear what they wanted you to. But why 
would you care, if you're on the southern coast of France, or the white-sand beaches of the 
Maldives Islands?

The constant travel posed a problem, however. Lucy had to withdraw from school. She 
couldn't show up to class five days a week and still travel to Tahiti on a moment's notice. So, 
her parents hired a tutor. To keep up with her assignments, she got used to studying calculus 
and chemistry textbooks on international flights. She'd surf all morning, take a study break for 
lunch, surf again, and then hit the books after dinner. Despite not being in the classroom, she 
managed to get good grades. She even got a few As here and there.

But the stress of life on the road took a toll on her.

"I know I shouldn't be complaining," she emailed her friend Denise one night from a hotel in 
Indonesia. "I get sent to the most beautiful places on the planet every month. And I get to do 
what I love: surfing every day, all day! But once you've seen 10 white-sand beaches with 
crystal clear water and perfect waves, they all start to blend together. I never used to 
understand why people who grew up on tropical islands in the Caribbean wanted to move to 
cities like Los Angeles or New York. They're living in tropical paradise! Why would they want 
to live amidst the dirt and grime of the city? But now I sort of know what they mean."
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Surfer Girl

Traveling around the globe, Lucy started to miss her friends. While she was away in Bali or 
Australia, her girlfriends began to go on dates. They joined the field hockey, basketball and 
lacrosse teams. They started to learn to drive and went shopping for jeans at the mall. Lucy 
still sent them her extra boxes of clothing, of course. But as they got older, they weren't as 
interested in wearing surf-related items all the time.

By the time she turned 16, Lucy's surf career was soaring. She placed in the top 10 in the 
junior division of the Association of Surfing Professionals, the highest achievement for female 
surfers under 21. In a few more years, she would be allowed to qualify for the professional 
tour. The "Pro Tour," as it was called, was as far as you could go as a surfer. Only 17 girls 
around the world were able to compete at such a high level. Lucy still wanted to be among 
them.

Her heroine was a female surfer named Carlita Meroni. A beautiful Floridian surfer with blonde 
hair and amazing surf style, Carlita had qualified for the Pro Tour at age 19. She was now 23, 
and had appeared on the covers of magazines like Surfer and Transworld Surf. When Lucy 
realized that she and Carlita would be surfing at the same contest in Puerto Rico that 
summer, she decided to say hello.

The waves on contest day were intimidating, to say the least. A sharp reef lay just six feet 
underwater. If you fell, you were likely to get scraped up. Lucy competed in her junior heats. 
But she surfed scared. She wound up placing sixth overall. When the Pro sessions began, 
she made her way to the water's edge to watch Carlita.

She had never seen a woman so fearless in the water. During the men's events, some of the 
guys paddled back in, claiming the waves were too rough.

"I'd rather not lose an arm on that reef," one of them said, as he walked up the beach with his 
board.

But Carlita stayed out. She caught huge wave after huge wave. And she did it with style, 
snapping her board against the lip of the wave. The spectators on the beach gasped in 
amazement.

That night, the contest organizers held a bonfire on the beach for all the surfers. Carlita, as 
usual, was swarmed by admirers.

"How were you not terrified in that surf?" one of them asked her. "I didn't even want to paddle 
out."

Carlita laughed. She seemed flattered by the attention.
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As the night wore on, though, she distanced herself from the group. Lucy, who had been 
eyeing at her all night, watched as Carlita made her way to the edge of the water. Seeing her 
opportunity, she pounced.

"Carlita?" Lucy said, as she approached.

"Oh, hey," Carlita said, a bit startled. "How's it going? You're Lucy, right?"

Lucy blushed. Carlita knew who she was!

"Yeah, that's me all right," she said, and quickly changed the subject. "You were really 
amazing out there today. I mean, I'm sure everyone's been telling you that. But you're just, 
like, my favorite surfer of all time. I felt I should tell you that."

Carlita smiled and looked out at the waves. "Thanks," she said, and stood there silently for a 
while. Then she said, "How old are you, by the way?"

"Sixteen," Lucy said.

"Wow," Carlita said. "I remember being 16. That was the year I quit school to surf full-time. 
Which seemed like a good idea at the time."

"What do you mean?" Lucy said, growing nervous.

"Well, it's a big deal to leave your hometown, your friends and your family at such a young 
age. I've had a blast as a professional surfer. I've traveled all over the world and met so many 
amazing people. But sometimes, I think I would have been happier as a regular kid, hanging 
out with my friends back in Florida."

Lucy sympathized completely. She felt as if she were talking to her older self.

"I know exactly what you mean," she said. "We live the most amazing life. I feel guilty for 
complaining. But I'm not really sure who I am anymore. I wish I could spend more time back 
home."

Thinking about her friends and family back home in South Carolina, Lucy suddenly began to 
cry.

"Oh, sweetie," Carlita said, pulling Lucy in for a hug. "I'm sorry if I upset you. I'm just in a 
strange mood today. Those huge waves out there today must have got me thinking."

"Yeah, they were pretty huge," Lucy said, sniffling.
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"You know, the one consolation is that we're all in this together," Carlita said. "The other girls 
on tour are like my family now. We're competitive, but we also support each other through 
everything. They're always there for me, and I'm always there for them."

"I guess I have to start making more friends in the surf world," Lucy said.

"Well, you've got one right here," she said.

"Really?" Lucy said, brightening. "You'll be my friend?"

"Of course!" Carlita said. "Let's get back to the barbecue. I know some girls I think you should 
meet."
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