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US!US!LOOKLOOK 

Vestal HS students participate in Chalk 
the Walk on September 14, a mental 
health event sponsored by BC Safe. 

Celebrating Vestal 

Bringing our Golden Bear pride to life, Vestal has produced a district 
video, in conjunction with Broome-Tioga BOCES. Typically, this 

newsletter and the District website are our main channels for sharing good 
news. However, sometimes pictures speak louder than words, and this 
video defines the spirit and commitment of Vestal’s mission to educate the 
whole child. 

To view the video, navigate to the Vestal CSD website, www.vestal.k12. 
ny.us and click the link About Vestal CSD under the District Info drop-
down menu. 

Next Capital Improvement Project 
Part of the District’s commitment includes ensuring the safety and welfare 
of the students in our care. To that end, we regularly evaluate the status 
of district schools and other infrastructure, heating and cooling equip-

Deputy Superin-
tendent Kasson 
earns Outstanding 
Administrator 
Award from PLTW! 

Continued on page 2 

ment, security systems, instructional technology, and more. A Capital Article on page 3. 
Improvement Plan is a prudent tool for weighing needs and wants 
against available funds. 

Published for the students, parents, staff and community members of the Vestal Central School District 

www.vestal.k12


 
 

 

                                              

  
    

 

    

   
   
    

 
                                          

    
    

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Date Reminders: 

IB/AP Exam Registrations Due: November 1 

Vestal Voices Cabaret: 7 p.m., November 1
                                          (Vestal HS) 

SAT: November 5, 7:45 a.m. (Vestal HS) 

Vendor Night: 6 p.m., November 4 (Vestal Hills) 

Daylight Savings Time ends: November 6 
Fall Back 1 Hour 

ARE Veterans Day Ceremony: November 9 

Early Release Day: November 10 
(VMS dismisses at 10:45 a.m., VHS at 11:05 a.m., 

     & Elementary at 11:45 a.m.) 

Veterans Day: November 11 - No School 

School Board Meeting: 6 p.m., November 15 
(Administration Building Board Conference Room) 

School Photo Make-ups/Retakes: 
   November 16 - Clayton Avenue & Tioga Hills 

November 17 - Glenwood & Vestal Hills 
November 22 - African Road 
November 29 - VHS Underclassmen (Grs. 9 - 11) 

District Choral Concert: 7 p.m., November 17 
(African Road Auditorium) 

November 23 - 25: Thanksgiving Break/No School 

Report Card dates: 
Secondary Report Cards mailed Nov. 23 
Elementary Report Cards distributed Nov. 28 

Holiday Craft Fair: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., December 4
                                      (Vestal HS) 

Updated Event Information can be found on the 
electronic calendar of the school district website. 

Next Capital Project continued 

Like budgeting for home repairs, school 
districts use Capital Improvement Plans 
to fund and implement five-year projects 
that schools have had to put off in previ-
ous years. A well-crafted CIP is an asset 
management tool. It coordinates strategic 
planning, financial capacity, and physical 
development. 

Reviewing surveys of District needs and 
deciding which projects need immediate 
attention are the first steps before proposing 
a Capital Improvement Plan. 

The next step is to ask residents of the Dis-
trict to approve the CIP. Please watch your 
mailbox for a special newsletter with more 
information on this vote. Thank you! 

Updating Emergency Contact Info 

With the start of a new school year, we 
wanted to remind parents and guard-

ians to update your contact information. We 
need your most current phone numbers/email 
addresses on file in case your child should 
become ill and need to be picked up. The sys-
tems we use to communicate other important 
information, such as School Messenger, also 
rely on the contacts you provide. Call your 
child's school any time during the school year 
to update your contact details. 

Before- & After-School Care option 

Vestal CSD recognizes the importance of 
quality child care for our families. As an 

option, we have allowed third-party Champions, 
a brand of KinderCare Learning Companies, to 
offer their program in our schools. 

The Champions program is not affiliated with the Vestal CSD; tuition fees apply. If you are interested, please call 
their Customer Care line at 800-246-2154. Registration information is available at www.discoverchampions.com. 

Champions' before-school program begins at 7 a.m. in African Road, Clayton Avenue, Glenwood, Tioga Hills, 
and Vestal Hills Elementary Schools. The after-school program, running from dismissal until 6 p.m., will also 
be available in all of our elementary schools. 

Challenge 2 

www.discoverchampions.com


 

 
    

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

  

 

 

Project Lead the Way Outstanding Administrator Award-Winner 

Project Lead the Way recognizes outstanding administrators at the forefront of developing and encouraging 
new ways to ofer learning experiences that ensure students continue to thrive. Vestal Deputy Superintendent 

Cliford Kasson is one of 11 administrators selected across the U.S. to have earned the 2022-23 Outstanding 
PLTW Administrator award! 

Mr. Kasson has been an administrator in Vestal for 16 years. He is a certifed Master Teacher for Project Lead 
the Way and holds certifcations in Secondary Education of Mathematics, K – 12 Special Education, Technology 
Education, and NYS School Building/District Leader. 

Mr. Kasson established the Project Lead the Way engineering and technology program at Vestal HS. He imple-
mented the curriculum for foundation, specialization, and capstone courses. And he also promoted the program 
through many avenues. Throughout all grade levels, he encourages partnerships with community STEM hubs, 
such as Lockheed Martin Owego. Mr. Kasson was instrumental in establishing a STEAM Club at Vestal HS 
to inspire inquiry and connect problem-solving to real-world solutions. He made funding for two new PLTW 
learning spaces at the high school a priority in the District’s last Capital Project, and these spaces now house the 
area’s regional Southern Tier Robotics Team and the Vestal HS STEAM Club. 

Changes in Administrative Leadership 
Vestal Hills Elementary Interim Principal Catherine Willis 

Mrs. Cathy Willis has been a mainstay at Vestal Hills for over 22 years! She joined the 
District as the school's Speech Teacher in September 1999. She began serving as 

Interim Principal in July 2022, following the retirement of Principal Therese Mastro. 

A Vestal parent herself, green and gold run through Mrs. Willis' veins, and she is a wonder-
ful choice for Interim Principal at Vestal Hills. 

Special Education Director and Assistant Director 

We are so very fortunate that Amber Dennis stepped into the office of Special 
Education Director with the departure of the previous director, Rosalie Sullivan, 

for a professional opportunity outside the district. Mrs. Dennis earned her BS in Ele-
mentary Education from SUNY Oneonta, her MSEd in Special Education from Bing-
hamton University, and her CAS in Educational Leadership from Canisius College. 

She taught in Hancock CSD for 22 years, serving as an instructional leader for 15 years 
before becoming Director of Pupil Personnel Services. She joined Vestal in 2019 as Assistant Director of Special 
Education. In 2022, she supported DCMO BOCES as Director of Special Education, before coming back to Ves-
tal in August to become our Director of Special Education. Welcome back! 

A big Golden Bear welcome to new Assistant Director of Special Education Ernest 
Marilley! Mr. Marilley joins us from Waverly Central School District where he 
served as a special education teacher at the high school. Prior to that, he was a 
special education teacher at Candor Elementary School. Mr. Marilley earned his 
Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood/Childhood Education from SUNY Potsdam 
and his Master’s in Teaching Students with Disabilities from SUNY Cortland. His 
administrative certifcation came from Binghamton University. 

He plans to relocate to the Vestal area with his wife, Stephany Marilley, who is teaching 
Grades 7 and 8 Band at Vestal Middle School, and their two young daughters. 
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Clockwise from center; Griffin sees how gears work in his Universal Pr 
ten classroom at the Cub Care campus during Orientation on September 7, 2022... 
Charlotte and Cameron bond over popsicles in the 
Kindergarten Orientation on September 6... Jackson gets r 
Kindergarten Orientation at Clayton Avenue on 
Butler, and Adalyn Freeman start their first day of school with br 
teria at Glenwood Elementary (Photo by Michelle Schaub) 
Abigail Bloom and Cara Moore served as tour guides to Kinder 
Orientation on August 30... Vestal Hills Fifth-graders 
Thakral get off the bus ready for the new school year on September 8, 2022. 

Foster 4 



 

 
 

 
 

Griffin sees how gears work in his Universal Pre-Kindergar-
e campus during Orientation on September 7, 2022... 

on bond over popsicles in the African Road cafeteria during 
garten Orientation on September 6... Jackson gets ready for a bus ride during 

venue on August 30... Zoey Souto, Jemma 
eeman start their first day of school with breakfast in the cafe-

(Photo by Michelle Schaub)...Tioga Hills fifth-graders 
e served as tour guides to Kindergarten students during 

estal Hills Fifth-graders Aaliyah Mitchell and Jayden 
eady for the new school year on September 8, 2022. 
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One of the most wonderful things about the beginning of this school year 
was the return of beloved programs and other traditions. This includes 

A new school year at Vestal Middle School was pre-
ceded by Sixth-Grade Orientation on August 29 and 
building access for all grades on September 6 and 7. 

Clockwise from right, sixth-graders Zack Lipo, Miles 
Collette, and Aidan Ersan tour VMS during Orien-
tation... Khloe Sanford, Teyana Smith, and Tiana 
Edwards are ready to face sixth and seventh grades 
on the first day of school... Elliot Darpino masters 
his locker combo. 

Vestal High School 
# 1 in Binghamton Area 

We are pleased to share that Vestal HS was ranked 
number one in the Binghamton Metro Region on the 

"U.S. News & World Report" listing of Best High Schools 
for 2022! 

Our pride is for our fantastic students, their families, and 
the team of teachers, administrators, and other staff who 
do their very best each and every day! For more information, 
please see the news article on our District website. 

Student Mentors lead the way... 

the Student Mentor program, which began in 2011. For the first time since Fall 
2019, students in grades 11 and 12 were once again paired with ninth-graders 
and other students new to Vestal High School. More than just a resource for 
finding the library, these mentors offer peer support to the younger students as 

they get acclimated to high school culture.Challenge 

Ninth-graders Ava Meza 
and Jaedlyn Hansen 

with their mentor, senior 
Carmella DiRenzo. 
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Left; Leah-Ann Warren, Lily Jo McAfee, and Emma Parra 
pose by the Golden Bear on the first day of school. 
Above; To enhance security, VHS students were issued photo 
IDs. Ninth-graders Ariana Lozier and Parthiv Mandapalli 
compare badge photos in the Library during Orientation. 

Welcoming our Golden Bears 

Vestal High School students were welcomed 
on opening day with the red-carpet treatment, 

music, balloons, and the Golden Bear. 

2023 National Merit Semifinalists 
and Commended Students 

We are pleased to congratulate our National Merit 
Scholarship Program Semifinalists, Banshika 

Mangal and Samson Wong! 

In addition, we applaud our National Merit Commended 
Students, (in photo order below) Sophia Chiu, Joshua 
Jang, Alexis Gober, Maggie Zhang, Gustav Gebbie, 
Ameet Ashok, and Grace Yoon! 

Above, Seniors Banshika 
Mangal and Samson Wong 
were recognized as NMSP® 

Semifinalists. 
They will have the oppor-
tunity to continue in the 
competition for approxi-
mately 7,250 scholarships 
offered in the spring as part 
of the 68th National Merit 
Scholarship Program.® 
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Inclement Weather 
Reminder for Parents 
and Guardians 

When Vestal Central 
School District closes 

school for extreme weather, parents of students 
who ride the bus are always welcome to pick 
their children up if you have a concern. We ask 
that you please call the school’s main office to 
inform them of your intention to pick your child 
up from school that day. 

Further, in situations where school does not 
close but you as a parent or guardian have con-
cerns, it is always your prerogative to keep your 
child home in those situations. You will need to 
send a note in with your child on the next day of 
attendance to explain the unexcused absence. 

Health Reminders 

From the B.C. Health Department -
Individuals and families are still asked to report 
positive COVID-19 cases online to the Broome 
County Health Department at https://redcap.vander-
bilt.edu/surveys/?s=AM9W34FM8KDXAKEH 

From the District - As always, if your child is 
sick, please do not send them to school. 
- COVID-19 test kits are still available from the 
District for our families. Call your school's main 
office to request a test kit. 

National Flu Shot Week -
Seasonal flu vaccinations are recommended for 
almost everyone, age 6 months and older. Fall is 
a good time to get a flu vaccine, but it’s never too 
late to get yours. Schedule annual flu shots with 
your health care provider, hospital or pharmacy. 
This year, the National Influenza Vaccination 
Week is December 6 - 12, 2022. 

https://redcap.vander



